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PREFACE cr 


This essay on the origin of the Bengali Script was 
originally written by me in my mother tongue at the 
suggestion of the late Acharya R&mendra Sundara Trived1, 
Principal of the Ripon College, who to my great regret 
bas not lived to see its publication. Principal Trivedi 
intended to publish this essay in the Journal of the Barigtya 
Sahitya Parigad, of which learned Society he was the 
Secretary and one of the founders. At the suggestion of 
the Hon'ble Justice Sir Asutosa Mukhopadhyaya, Sarasvatt, 
Sastra-Vachaspati, it was translated into English and 
submitted with Principal Trivedt’s consent for the University 
of Calcutta Jubilee Research Prize which was awarded to 
mein 1913. The publication of this work was undertaken 








by the University of Caleutta at the direction of the 
Hon'ble Justice Sir Ásutosa Mukhopüdhy&yn, Sarasvati, 
Sastra-Vachaspati, Kt., C.S.L, M.A., D.L., Ph.D.,,D.Se., 





ete., then. Vice-Chancellor of the University. 

I am indebted to my teacher the venerable Pandit 
;Maha&mahopádhy&ya Hara Prasuda Sastrt, M.A., C.I.E., 
formerly Principal of the Government Sanskrit College, 
Calcutta, and now President of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, and Dr. D. В. Spooner, B.A., Ph.D., F.A.S.B., 
formerly Superintendent, Archwological Survey, Eastern 
Circle, and now Officiating Director General of Archwo- 
logy in India, for many corrections and valuable sugges- 
tions. My friend Mr. Surendranath Kumar has helped me 
greatly by translating portions of works in German and 
French for my use. My pupil Prof. Kalidas Nag, M.A., of 
the Scottish Churches College, Calcutta, has revised the 


ected many ‘of ! 


ndra Gosvamt, 


Assistant Commissioner, 

ont the modern Bengali 
of the image of Amritakesvara at Kümakhyn 
in Assam. То my friend Pandit Vasanta 





owe a deep debt ati Mr. Raya has enabled me © 
complete the history of the development of the Bengali 
Soript by collecting transitional and final forms from the 
manuscript of Candidasa’s Krspa Kirttana, discovered by him 
in Bankura, а task which I could never have succeeded in 
completing without his aid. I am indebted to the Council 
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal and the Executive 
Committee of the Вайдтуа Sabitya Parisad for permission 
to photograph and reproduce certain pages of а manuscript 
‘of the Bodbicbaryāvatāra of füntideva, written in 1492 











М. E, and of the RES of Candidisa. 





| Pooxa, } 
204 August, 1919. А. 
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A. The arrangement. 


In an essay on the origin and development of the 
Bengali script, one must necessarily follow the steps of the 
| late Hofrath Dr. Georg Bühler, the father of the science 

` оғ Indian Paleography. Though Burnell’s work on the 
subject was published long ago, the accuracy of the 
narrative and the scientific arrangement of Bühler's work 
have made his claim to the title indisputable. His Zndische 
Patacographie was published in 1896, as a part of the 
Grundriss der indo-arixchen Philologie nnd Altertumskunde, 
organised by that indefatigable publisher, Dr. Karl J. 
"Trübner of Strassburg. The work, as a matter of 
course, was short and concise, and dealt with the develop- 
| mentof Indian alphabets upto the 12th century А. D- 
k The development of the alphabets, from B. C. 350 to $00 
| is clearly described in this work. But after that 
j period, lack of materials obliged the learned auther to 
consider the development of the Northern alphabet as a 
whole, and not according to its varieties. The disco s 
4. monde during the last sixteen years have rendered it possible 
` o take up that work now. The arrangement followed in 
^ these. mainly that of Dr. Bühler's from the dawn 
“of the historical period to the 6th century A. D., but 

н “different with regard to tbe subsequent periods. In latte 
— periods, more attention has been paid to sp 
zn North-Eastern India, and the latest discoveries added 
to the list of epigraphs, have been analysed. the 
inscriptions оп the railing-pillars at Bodb-Gaya& have been 
placed in their proper position in the chronological order 
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, the addition of а new variety of the alphabet is 
mow, possible, owing to the discoveries of the remains of 
ancient Indian civilisation in the deserts of Central Asia, 
Fresh discoveries have also made it possible to trace the 
gradual displacement of the Eastern variety of the 
Northern alphabet by the Western one, in the 5th and 6th 
centuries A. D., and to determine the exact epoch of the 
final displacement. Finally, new materials have facilitated 
the determination of the type specimens of each variety, in 


each particular century, with a nearer approach to 
accuracy. 





From the 7th century onward, it has been found 
impossible to follow the arrangement in Dr. Biibler’s work, 
ax the development of the Eastern variety from 600-1100 
А. D. bas not been clearly shown there. In the following 
pages, the alphabets of the North-Eastern inscriptions of 
the 6th and 7th centuries A.D. have been separately 
analysed. In the 8th century, we find three different varieties 
of the alphabet in Northern India, or more strictly four, 
if we count the alphabet of Afghanistan, which is as yet but 
little known. The Western and Afghanistan varieties were 

~ developed from the old Western variety, while the Central 
and Eastern varieties were evolved out of the old Eastern. 
‘The Eastern variety lost ground and its Western boundary 
gradually receded eastwards. The development, of the 
Eastera alphabet only, has been followed in these pages. 
It has become possible to show, that proto-Bengali forms 
were evolved in the North-East, long before the invasion 
of Northern India, by the Марат alphabet of the, South- 
"West, and that адагт bas had very little influence upon 
the development of the Bengali script. The chronology 
of the Pala dynasty of Bengal, and specially their relations 
with the Gurjjara-Pratthiras have Бесы settled from 
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_ "synchronisms, and a detailed discussion of the subject 


_ will be found in my monograph on the Palas of. Bengal * 
‘It is evident that Nür&yanapala preceded Mahendrap&la 
and Magadha, specially the Western poPtenofit was 
included for sometime in the Empire of the Gurjjara- 
Pratih&ras. The establishment of this sequence is of the 
utmost importance, as it cuables us to treat the analysis 
of Pala records, which are dated in the majority of cases 

in regnal years, with more confidence. 

With the introduction of the Nagart script in the 
10th century, the Western limit of the use of the Eastern 
alphabet was still further reduced. In the lith century, 
we find that, there is very little similarity between the 
alphabet used in Benares and that used in Gays. The 
progress of the changes has been very rapid, and we find 
the complete proto-Bengali alphabet in the 11th century 
A.D. In the 12th century, we find further changes, which 
make the formation of the modern Bengali alphabet 
almost complete. The final development of certain letters, 
such as ¢, ca and та, are not noticeable until after the 
Muhammadan conquest. The dearth of records of the 
13th and 14th centuries A.D., both manuscript and 
epigraphic, makes it impossible to follow the develop- 
ment of” these letters in this period. The shock of the 
Muhammedan conquest paralysed Eastern India, from 
which it never recovered entirely. The blow stunned 
literature, prevented 
centuries after the conquest, and a partial revival was 
made only in the 15th century. Тһе revival received а 
fresh impetus from the Neo-V navism of Caitanya and 
“his “followers. With the paralysis of literature, the 
development of the alphabet also stopped. Very few 








s growth during the first two 

















* Memoirs of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. V, Pt. TIT 
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‚Ж E ой been made in the Eastern alphabet 


E 


(from the 12th centory A.D. down to the nineteenth. 
Such changes, as are noticeable, were made during the 
15th and 16th centuries, and have been illustrated by the 
iat used in two Mss. written in Bengali :— 

(1) Santideva's BodAicaryavatéra, copied in Vikrama 
Samvat 1492 (1435_А.р.), discovered by Маһйшаһо- 
pūdhyāya Haraprasida faciet, C.I. E., in Nepal and 
purchased by him for the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 
(No. G. 8067.) The complete colophon of this ms. has 
already been published by me in my monograph on 
Saptagrüma.* 

(2) Candidasa's Krena-Kirífama, a new work dis- 
covered by Pandit Vasantarafijana Raya, Vidvadvallabba, 
the Keeper of the ms. collection of the Vaiigtya-Sabitya- 
Parisad. Though the material is paper, the script makes 
it impossible to assign the ms. to any date later than the 
14th century A.D. 

Tho completely developed alphabet has not changed 
atall during the 17th and 18th centuries A.D. In the 
19th, century, the vernacular and classical literature 
received a fresh impetus, as the result of the contact with 
the West, but the alphabet ceased to change. Its forms 
were stereotyped by the introduction of the pfinting press, 


and it is not likely that in future it will change its forms 
in each century. 






В. The limits of the use of the Eastern Variety. 
From the beginning of the Empire of the Mauryas 
till the downfall of the Imperial Guptas, Allahabad and 
its immediate neighbourhood formed tbe” western 
limit of the use of the Gupta alphabet. The western 





* J. A-8. В. GE, 8.), Vol. V, p. 25а, 
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limitis the most important one, as this was tbe only 
limit which changed its position. Upon the fopmation 
of a Western variety in the North-Eastern NIU 
this limit gradually receded eastwards. In 
century, Benares formed the eastern boundary of the 
Western variety, but in the beginning of the 11th century, 
we find that the limit has receded further Yast. In the 
18th century; both varieties Weretefag ued in Magadha, 
as is shown by the Govindapur Stone Inscription of the 
Saka year 1059,' and the Bodh-Gay& Inscription of Jayae- 
eandra.? After the Muhammadan conquest, the Western 
variety gradually spread itself over the whole of South 
Bihar or Magadha, and the use of the Eastern variety was 
confined to the western limits of Bengal proper. The 
use of the Eastern variety, however, lasted in Magadha 
till the 14th century, when we find it in votive inseri ons, 
on flag-stoner in the court-yard of the Great Temple at 
Bodh-Gays,® and in a new inscription discovered by 
Mr. Lal Bihari Lal Singh, Deputy Superintendent of 
Police, Bihar. The Gay&-Prapitamahesvara temple 
inscription of V. S. 1257 and the Umgā Hill inseriptioneof 
Bhairavendra* ( V. S. 1496=1439 A.D.) show that 
N&gari had entirely displaced the Eastern variety in 
Magadha. © 

In the north the snowy mountains formed the 
northern limit. But in the north-east the Bengali 
alphabet was adopted in Assam, where not only in the 
Kamauli grant of Vaidyadeva, but also in other 
inscriptions, Bengali characters have been exclu 














rely 








* Epigrapifa Indica, Vol. II, p. 333. 

* Memoirs, A. В. B., Vol. V, pl. xxxv. 

S Gisningham's Arebmologica! Surrey Reports, Vol. I, PL II, 
Мов. 1 & 2. 

* J.A S. B. (N. S), Vol. IT, p. 29. 














ДАЙ script was also being used in Sylhet, where similar 


»rehaisms are to be met with in the Sylhet grants of 
p cand émnadeva.! In the south the 
was used throughout Orissa. We find the 
: gal script Эп the Ananta Vasudeva temple 
inscription of Bhatta Bhavadeva at BhuvaneSvara, and 
` the modern Bengali alphabet in the grants of the Gaiga 
‘Kings Nrsitnhadeva II * and Nesithbadeva IV. ^ 
‘The modern cursive Odiy& script was developed out of t 


Bengali after the 14th century A. D. like the mod. 
Assamese. 











'roceedings, A. B. B., 1880, p. 148. 
bia, р. 152. 

A. В. B., 1800, Pt. I, p. 235. 

* Ibid, 1895, Pt. 1, р. 136. 
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* Epigraphia Indica, Vol. V, p. 189, i 
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Fragmentary Inscription on 
image of Budha-Rajgir 
Patna (I. М.) 
No. М. 5.2 






Г CHAPTER И 
The Northern Indian Alphabets (B.C. 350—A.D^c^0. 
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= 4. The Older Мангуа Alphabet. 


> "Leaving aside the various theories about the origin of 
` khe ancient Indian alphabet, we turn to examine it as 
it has been found to exist at the beginning of the historical 

It is sufficient for the purpose of the present 
article that Dr. Bühler recognised the antiquity of the 
Indian Alphabet in Абока? time. “The existence of so 
many local varieties, and of so very numerous cursive forms, 
proves, in any case, that writing had һай a long history 
in ASoka’s time and the alphabet was then in a state of 
transition.” ' The alphabet is also recognised to be “a 
script framed by learned Brahmans for writing Sanskrit."* 
"The earliest Indian inscription is the record on the 
Pipr&wm vase discovered in 1898. It сап be proved on 
palmographical grounds that the forms of Bráhmi. 
letters used їп ineising this record аге older than 
those of Adáoka's inscriptions. The vases found in 
the Stipa at Piprāwā contained according to опе 
authority the relic (Sarfra) of Buddha himself,” and 
according to another, those of his kinsmen of the Sakya 
clan. It has been surmised that the stüpa was raised 
over the relics of the Sakyas, who were slain by 
Virudhaka, King of Kosala, during the life-time of Buddha 





























Bühler's Indian Palwography (Eag. Ed), р. 7. 
Ibid, p. 17. 

* J. R. А. S., 1898, p. 388. 

* 3. R. A. S., 1905, р. 680. 
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himself. Consequently the date of the Pipriwa& inscrip- 
tion’ must lie either in the 5th or the 4th centuries B.C. 
Palwggraphical evidence fully supports this conclusion i 
“с forms of the ltrahmî alphabet found on the 
Pershn sig/oi, which went out of the general use in 
ASol е, are found to have been used in the inscrip- 
tion. An alysis, of the characters of this inscription, 
would be out of place here, as it does not properly belong 
to the Eastern variety of the Maurya alphabet. It 
of the use of the alphabet 
has been fixed by Bühler 
at 200 В. C.' ‘The seals, found by Cunningham at 
ань," which according to Bühler belong to the period 
when Brahmi was written boushophedon (окотрофтдок), 
were really seal-matrices, like the Roht@sgadh Rock 
senl-matrix of the Muhisimantadhipati Sasi 














a.’ 


B. Varieties of the Older Maurya Alphabet. 


In 1896, Bühler admitted the existence of two 
distinct varieties of this alphabet, viz :— 

(0) the Northern : to be found in the rock-ediets at 
KAlsi, the pillar-edicts at Allababad, Radbia, Mathia, 
Nigliva, Paderit and Kámpurwn, the mino» rock-ediets 
mt Bair&t, Sahasrim, the inscriptions of the Barabar 
eaves and Saüci and Sarnath pillars ; 

(4) the Southern : to be found in the-rock edicts at 


Girne, Dhauli and Jaugada and the minor rock-edicts at 
Siddapura. 





Bühler already noticed the existence of varieties, at 
this period, in the Northern Maurya alphabet. “Even 





* Indian Palwography (Eng. Ed), p. 83. 
* Cunningham's Arch. Survey Report, Vol. XV, Pl. IIL. 
> Fleet's Gupta Inscriptions, p. 383, Pl. xliii B. 
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the writings in the northern versions are not quite 
Е . "Phe pillar edicts of Allahabad, Mathia, 
Nigliva, Paderi, Radhia and Rampurwa forma very 
closely connected set, in which only occasiovelly minute 
differences can be traced, and the edicts of Bairat No. I, 
Sahasrim, Barabar and айе, do not differ much, А 
little further off stands the Dhnuli separate edicts (where 
Edict VII has been written by a different band from 
the rest), the Delbi-Miray edicts and the Allahabad 
Queen's edict, as these show the angular da, Very 
peculiar and altogether different is the writing of the 
rock-edict of Kalsi, with it, some letters on the coins of 
‘Agathocles and Pantaleon (but also some in the Jaugada 
separate edicts), agree. Perhaps, it is possible to speak 
also of a North-Western variety of the older Maurya 
alphabet.”* 
"Thus Bühler distinguishes three different sub-varieties 
їп the Northern Maurya alphabet. According to t 
geographical distribution, they may be classified as 
follows :— 1 
(и) The North-Eastern—found in the Allahabad, 
Radhia, Mathia, Hàmpurwa, Nig Pad 
Sarnath pillar edicts. Тһе Earthen seals fomd at 
Patna" (seal? matrices bearing inverted 
Namdāya and Agapalaka) as well as that f 
Cunningham at Bodh-Gaya* (обеим) bel 
period. 
O) "Phe North-Central—fonnd in the rock-edicts at 
Байга and Sabasram, the pillar-edicts at Safei and Delbi 
© and the cave-inseriptions at Darabar. 












and the 








scriptions 















l= A ological Survey Rop, Vol. XV, PL1 
* Cunningham's Mahabodhi, PL XXIV, p. | 










The North-Westeru—represeated by the characters 
rock-ediets and the letters on the coins of 
the | Greek kings Agathocles and Pantaleon. 


as - “we are concerned only with the North- 
"variety, of the older Maurya-alphabet, and such 
inscriptions of the Northern Central variety as are to be 
found in North-Eastern India, A detailed description of 
the older Maurya alphabet would also be out of place here, 
ns is not yet possible to improve upon Dr. Bühler's 
admirable description of it. Consequently, one has to 
remain content, simply with the noting of the peculiarities 
of the alphabet ая found in different inscriptions, Among 
vowel signs the only letter to be noted is the initial î which 
has been found in one of the inscriptions on the railings 
around the great temple at Bodh-Gaym, where Bühler 
reads Idagimitasa for Iihdagimitasa read by Cunningham." 
But in reality, the characters of this inseription belong to 
the younger Maurya alphabet, as shown by Bloch. Among 
the consonants the form of 44a found in one of the inserip- 
tion#îat Bodh-Gay®,* with a triangle as its base, should be 
noted, but this inscription also, belongs to the younger 
Maurya alpbabet. The only instance of фа, among the 
inscriptions of this period, is to be found in the mason’s 
marks on the pillars of Buddha/s walk, inside the temple 
enclosure at Bodh-Gays. Cha with two loops, one on each 
side of a vertical straight line, instead of a circle divided 
into two unequal parts, have also been found among the 
mason’s marks on the pillar-bases of Buddha's walk. The 
usual form of ja, is the Northern form with a loop or a dot. 
Other letters do not call for special attention. but forms of 
the test letters ya, ѓа, sa and Ла may be noted. ‘The form 
of ya is essentially the Northern one, which Bühler calls 

































Mabibodbi, PI. X, Жов. 9 and 10. 
* Ibid, PL X, No, 5, 
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` the “ notched ya." The form of/ is generally cursive. 
Ё Опе important exception is to be found, in the extremely 
cursive form, used in the Jaugada separate edicts, which is 
! essentially the same to be found in the Eastern variety of 
the Early Gupta alphabet of the 4th and 5th centuries 
A.D. The position of the Jaugada edict is somewhat 
liar. The edicts of Dhauli and Jaugada, though rele- 
to the Southern variety of the older Maurya 
alphabet, stand in an intermediate position. “The 
Southern variety is most strongly expressed in the Girnür 
- and Siddapura edicts, less clearly in the Dhauli and 
Jaugada edicts by differences in the signs for 4, à, 4% 
Ja, ma, ra, sa, the medial г, and the ligatures with ra.""* 
"Most probably, the cursive forms of 47 and Za, found in the 
Jaugada separate edicts, were imported from Northern 
4. India, as will be seen later on. In the North-Eastern 
variety, the usual form of Ла is also cursive. "The extremely 
cursive form of this letter, in the Jangada separate edicts, 
Îs peculiar and an importation from the North. This 
statement is corroborated by the discovery of a slightly 
different cursive form in the Allahabad separate edicts, line 

1 in the word mahdmata. Hd 











А 
The Younger Maurya Alphabet 


‘The last eight columns, of Plate II of Bühler's tables, 
represent the younger Brahmi alphabet of Northern India. 
"The letters are taken from six series of inseriptions— 

СО The Nagarjuni  cave-inseriptions of Dasaratha, 
«a. 200 B.C. 

(ù) The inscriptions on the 7voramas, railin, 

and eross-bars of the Bh t Stüpa, ca. 150 B.C. 


llars 











* Ind. Palo. (Eng. Ed.), p. 34 
* Burgess, Stüpa of Amar&vati, p. 125, 















Y омет LII вкхалтл SCRIPT. 


i) The eave inseriptions at Pabhosa in the United 
‘Provinces, ез. 150 B.C. 
"Тһе oldest inscriptions from Mathura. ‘These 
"letters are principally taken from the oldest inscriptions 
discovered by Dr. A. Führer Lud = excavations at 


Кайдай Tila, but the most ancient i ion from the 


district of Мао was discovered p Cunningham at 
Parkham. This inseription is 


<= 





incised on the base of 


a mutilated image of Yaksa, at present in the Archwolo- 
i 


gical Museum at Mathura, Most probably its characters 
belong 4o the younger Maurya alphabet. 

(е) The HathigumphR. inseription 
Kalinga, са. 160 B. C. 

(кб) "The Nanaghmt inscriptions of the 
ea. 150 B. C. 

Among these, only the Nmgárjun! cave-inseriptions 
of Dasaratha can be said to belong to the North Eastern 
variety. During subsequent years 
has been added to the above list : 

_(vit) "Phe inscriptions on the railing-pillars around 
thé great temple at Bodh-Gaya, The late Dr. Theodor 
Bloch drew attention to the fact that “the older part of 
the Bodh-Gaym railing wax put up 
2nd century B.C., about 100 years after the time of 
Afoka”.” The eave-inseriptions of DaSaratha are about 
half а century older than those ол the railing pillars at 
Bodh-Gnyn. The following points 
alphabet of the cave inscription 

(1) the form of {a closely resembles, that of the 


extremely cursive one, found in the Jangada separate edicts 
(жее ante p. 14); 


of Kharavela of 


Andhras, 


one other group 








e worth noting on the 








* Cunningham, A.B. E, Vol ХХ, p.41, Pl. YI. ; Vogel, Cat, of 
AEE Museum at 3athurk, 1910, p. 63, 0. Т. 
Е (Annual Rep. Arch, Surre yof Indin, 1908-0, p. 147. 
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` (8) the form of lingual ga is peculiar and resembles 
the form found in the Kalsi edicts, probably, it was the 
| precursor of the looped lingual s4 found in Eastern India 
in the 4th or 5th centuries A.D. 
` (8) the form of Aa is primitive and resembles that 
of the Siddapura edicts ;* 
(4) the form of ga shows an advance—the upper hook 
mW been lengthened to form a slightly slanting second 
horizontal line. 
The form of the remaining letters in Colamn XVII 
of Plate II of Bühler's work does not call for remarks. 
"The inscriptions on the railing-pillars and cross-bars 
it Bodh-Gaya exhibit further changes, though they were 
incised only about fifty years after Dasaratha's time :— 

(a) а shows two forms. In the word Amoghas: the 
first letter is decidedly of southern appearance! (e.g. Pl. 
ТІ, Col. VIII, 1.) ; the other form is to be found in the 
various inscriptions of the noble lady Kurangi and 
resembles that used in the Hāthigumphā inscriptions 
(PL II, Col. XXI, 1); 

(0). ka has invariably the dagger-shaped form «vhich 
was current up to the end of the 6th century A.D. and 
was formed by the elongation of the vertical* line of 
the older Maurya form, cf. fa in 
Kuragiye?, Sakaputr: 

(с) Kha occurs on 




















Tabapanake?, 





Сига» ; 





only, ia Bodhirakhitaxa® where 
it resembles the form used in the oldest inscription in 
Mathura (РІ. II, Col. XX, 10); there is a very slight 





difference between these two forms, the Eastern variety 
form as found in the Bodh-Gay inscription, being 
slightly longer than that of the Western varie 








1 Bühler Indian Palwogrephy, p. 36. * Ibid, Pl. X, 4—7, 9—10. 
* Cunningham's Mahabodhi, Pl. X, 2. * Ibid, РІ. X, 3. 
* Toia, Pl. X, 10. = Ibid, PI. X, 9, 10. * Ibid, Pl. X, 3. 
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` (d) ga occurs several times in the name Knraùgi' 
whore “it has two varieties :—(1) cursive as in Pl. X, p. 4 
and (2) the angular as in Pl. X, 6-7; 

(©) għa also occurs only once in Amoghasa®; its 
appearance shows great change, though it resembles one of 
the forms used in the Kalsi ediets (РІ. II, Col. 3-12); it 
on the whole, different from the form to be found in th 
North-Eastern variety of the early Maurya alphabet; 

(^) са occurs twice in Ceti£a,? but its form does not 
show much difference from that of the older Maurya опе; 

(0) two forms of ja are to be found in these inscrip- 
tions:—(#) one form resembles the ja in Bühler's Pl. II, 
Col. X, 15, while (ù) the other form is the usual older 
Maurya one with a dot in place of the central loop ; 

(A) (а resembles the southern form in Bibler’s Pl. II, 
Col. VII, 23 and the usual form of later Brahm! inscriptions; 

(O de occurs im all of the inscriptions discovered on 
the pillars, copings and eross-bars of the Bodh-GayR railing, 
and resembles the angular form of the older 
alphabet (Bühler PI. 11, Col. V-VI, 23); 

O) dha occurs once only im Bodhirakhitasa; there is 
no change in the form of this letter from the 3rd century 
B.C. till the 10th or 11th century A. D. ; 

(4) ma also occurs in all of the inscriptions from Bodh- 
Gaya and its base line shows no curvature at all, 
proving that these inscriptions cannot be placed later than 
the 2nd century B. C. ; 

(0) ра shows а greater degree of change; in all cases 
of its occurrence, it shows two well-formed right angles, at 
ita lower extremeties; cf. Ta&epamakasa, * Sakaputrasa, 
Jivaputráye, * Pūjāvātiye, Jivaputrüye and Pāsādā ^. 











Maurya 





* гыш, PL. X,4—7, 9—10. * ria, PIL X, 3. 
* Ibid, PL х, 2. * гьа, PI. X, 9. 
+ Bid, PL X, 9, 10, * тыш, VI. X, 10, 
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(m) the form of ба shows no change; 
(н) two forms of ma have been found in these iüscrip- 
tions :—(1) ma with a circle at the lower part and a semi- 
circle over it, as in Amoghasa* and (2) ma with a triangle at 
the lower part and a right angle over it, as іп Mifrasa * ; 


„ (о). two forms of pa also are to be found: the first 
form is the notehed one, which is to be Found on the coping 
inscriptions only, * and the second form, tbat with the 
curve below, is to be found in pillar-inscriptions* ; 

(p) ra is always represented by a curved line; 

(4) va shows the formation of a triangleatits base in 
the place of the circle ; 

(r) two forms of the dental s are to be found: 
оп one of the inscribed cross-bars, we find a slight curve to 
the left, attached to the lower extremity of the lower hook, 
cf. за in Amoghasa; the other form is the usual older 
Maurya one, where in some cases, the elongation of the 
lower hook, marks a slight modification ; 





(s) ^а has been found only once in the inscription 
recently discovered by the late Dr. Bloch, where it ocedrs in 
a ligature. The form of this letter, in the word Бгойтатйта* 
їв extremely cursive and shows that this hooked Torm is 
peculiar to tife eastern variety of the older alphabets of 
Northern India ; 

(O The newly discovered inscription has supplied а new 
etter йа which is to be found in the first word in rào, 
and resembles the form in the Bharhut and the Pabhosa 
alphabets with a downward elongation of the left vertical 
line. 











* Ibid, PL. X, 2. > Ibid, Pl. X, 9—10. 
* тыа, Pl. X, 9—10. 
* Annual Rep. Arch. Survey of India, 1908—09, p. 247. 











"No inscription, which can safely be assigned to the 
Ist century B. C. or А. D., has been found anywhere in 


“North-Eastern India, except at Sarnath. The records 


which can be assigned to the Ist century B. C. are very 
few in number : 


(4) Inscription on the upper side of the lower horizontal 
bar of the stone-railing surrounding the old stüpa inthe 
south chapel of the main shrine *. ‘The second half of the 
inscription only, is of earlier date, the first half belonging 
to the second century A. D. (not the 3rd or 4th as Messrs, 
Konow and Marshall imagine). The date of the second half. 
also has not been correctly given. It is impossible to 
assign it to the 2nd century B. С. The shortening of the 
verticals in pa and Да, as well as the curvature їп the base 
line of на, indicates that the record must be assigoed to the lst 
century B. C. 

(ëi) “When clearing the south chapel, the top i of а 

stone railing became visible above the floor * 
a short votive inscription on one of the stones, Beis the 
erection of the railing in or before the Ist century 
B.G”? Here also the second part of the inscription only 
can be referred to the first century B.C. 
consists of the word “Parigahetavam”. 

(ій) Inscriptions on the pillars of a raiog around a 
votive stüpa. The first of these inscriptions (No. III) 
probably belongs to the 2nd century B.C. ‘The probable 
reading is :—Sihaye Sāhijāteyikāye thabho. The sécond 
inscription (No. IV) bas been very badly preserved. The 
„fac-simile shows :— 

1. ...niya Sonade (са). 


This part 








* Annual Report of the Archseological Survey of India, 1006—07, 
p. 06, No. IV. 

+ иы, 1908-5, р. 05, PI. ххх, No. IX. 

> Ibid, Pl, XXXII, Nos. 111 and IV, p. 102. 
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2. Thabho Чана (т). 

“The pillar-gift of Sonadeva (Srurpadeca) of. 
Inscription No. II which ends with the word "анат 
thabho undoubtedly belongs to the early Maurya period 
of the 3rd century B. C. 

(iv) Inscription on a rail stone (? cross bar) :— 
Bhariniye Sahar Yateyika ye)! —the gift of YateyikR with 
Bharini. ‘This inscription also belongs to the 186 century 
B.C., as indicated by the form of medial i and the short- 
ening of the verticals in ya. 

(u) Inscription of the king Asvagho: 
incised on the pillar of АбоКа......... л 
rparigeyhe raja ^ A&vaghoshasya ehatarise Savachhare 
Aematapakhe prathame divase dasame.”* Certain words 
following the above record, have been read by Dr. Venis 
as follows: Sutithage 4, 200, 9." Drs. Fleet and Venis 
hold that this date should be referred to the Ma/ara- 

Fikrama era and arrive at 111-151 A.D. as the date of 

ока. If Drs. Fleet and Venis be correct, then it 
‘shall have to be admitted that, Kaniska, Huriska and 
Vasudeva reigned in the latter half of the second *and 
third centuries A.D., because in a treatise on Palaeography, 
it is impossible to admit, that the group of Kusána 
inscriptions, eame before those of Ašvaghoga, the Ksafrapas 
Nahapina and фла, and the archaic inseriptions from 
Mathura. 
` (wi) Bragmentary inscriptions of the time of 
A&vagho a :— 

1. Ràjha Айсаўйока (луа)......- > 








the year 40. 











* гый, 1900-7, p. 95, 
* Ep. Ind, VoL, ҮШІ, р. 
з J. В, А. S., 1912, pp. 701 
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2. Upala Ае ma (thtapakhe ?у!......... 

2 The principal characteristics of the above inseriptions 
from Бага are ;— 

(4) total absence of any difference from the forms of 
the characters of the Ist and 20d centuries B. C. found in 
North-Western India ; 
consequently we find’ the general shortening of 
vertical lines, ungularixation of curved strokes, and in the 


case of medial vowel signs, cursiveness of the angular forms 
of the older Maurya Brahmi. 








* D. Кизата Inscriptions, 

Under the above title the inscriptions of the great 
Козлов Kings, Kayiska, Huviskn and Visudeva are to be 
considered, the dates in whose inseriptions are generally 
taken to be Saka date? A+ present two theories are 
current about the dates used in the inscriptions of the 
Kusāna kings mentioned above. 











(0) "That the dates in the Ku aya incriptions should 
bo referred to the Malava-Vikrama era which was estab- 
lished by Kagiska in the year 57 В. C. The expounders 
of this theory hold that the inscriptions of the Satraps 
бофйма and  Hafjuvula fall after those eof Kaniska, 
Huvigka and Vasudeva in the chronological order. This 
fact cannot, for a moment, be considered to be true, in a 
paper on Paleogeapby. 








(iD That the dates in the Kus&na inscriptions should 
be referred to the Saka cra, which was founded by 
Kapiska in the year 78 A.D. In the followin; 


P pages I 
have adopted this theory, which was started by Oldenberg 





* Кр. Ind, Vol, VH, p. 172. 
* Bühler& Indian Patwography (Eng. Ed), p. 40 and Ind, 
Amt, Vol XXXVII, p. 25. 
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_ and Fergusson, adopted by Bühler and Rapson, defended 
by myself and finally accepted by Мг. V. A. Smith. - The 
inscriptions of the Ku апа period (Ist and 2nd centuries 
A.D.) are more abundant in North-Western India, On 
this point Bühler says: “ The next step in the develop- 
ment of Brahmt of Northern India is illustrated by the 
inscriptions from the time of the Kusiya kings Kaniska, 
Huvişka and Vasuska-Vasudeva, the first among whom 
‘made an end of the rule of the older Sakas in the 
‘Eastern and Southern Punjab. The inscriptions with 
the names of these kings which гип from the years 4 to 
98 (according to the usually accepted opinions, of the 
Saka era of A.D. 77-78, or of the 4th century of the 
Selukid era) are very numerous in Mathur& and its 
neighbourhood, and are found also in Eastern Rajputan® 
and in the Central India Agency (Sāñci).” * 

In subsequent years a number of 
been discovered in North-Eastern 1 
without doubt be referred to this particular period :— 








tions have 
which can 






(® the Bodh-Gaya Fragmentary inscription on | the 
diamond throne (rajrásana) ;* ý 
. (i) the Sarnath Umbrella-staif inscription of the 
3rd year of Kiyiska ;* 
(йй) the inscription on the base of th 
Image dedicated in the 3rd year of Kaniska ; 
(iw) the inscription at the back of the Bodhisattva 
image of the 3rd year of Kayiska ;° 





Bodhisattva 














hams Mahabodhi, p. 55. 
nd., Vol. WILL, p. 179. 
тый, p. 179. 

тыа. 
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(v) inseription on the pedestal of an image of 
Bodhisattva from Sthet Mahet (the ancient Srüvasti) ;* 

(vi) inscription on an umbrella-staff, now in the 
Indian Museum, probably found in the ruins of Sabet 
Mahet ;* 

(wA) inseription on the pedestal of au image of 
Bodhisattva found at Sabot Mabet ;* 

(vii?) fragmentary inscription on a fragment of a 
sculpture discovered at Rajagrha (Падуе), in the Patn® 
District ;* 

(iz) fragmentary inseription on the pedestal of an 
image discovered at Rajagrha ;* 

The records of the Ist century A.D. fall into two 
distinct and separate classes.— 


І. The Eastern variety of the North-Indian Alphabet 
of the Kusina period, earlier variety. АП the inscriptione 
enumerated above belong to this class. Six years ago, 
I stated, that inscription No, VIII belongs to the class 
of Epigraphs known as inscriptions written in the 
"Northern-Ksatrapa alphabet, but now I agree with Dr. 
Vogel in calling them by the new name “ Early Kuşūņa” 
Inscription No. I. by far the oldest inseription of the 
Kus&pa period, discovered up to date, in North-Eastern 
India, It was incised on the edge of a slab of stone, 
which is at present lying under the Bodhi tree, at Bodh- 
Gays. * It was in а very bad state of preservation 














Arch. Survey, Rep, Vol. I, р. 339 f; J R.A.S, N.S., Vol. V, p. 108 
3. A. B. B., 1804, р. 274 ава Ep. Ind, Vel. VIII, p. J79. 

* Epi. Ind, VoL IX, p. 200. 

* Annwal Rep. Arch. Survey of India, 1005-0, р. 133. 

* Tod, Ant., Vol. XXXVII, p. 40. 

* Annual Hep. Arch. of Indis, 1005.6, рр. 105-6. 

* Quaningham's Маъ юа, Pl. X, i; XIII and XIV. 
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аё that time and has since suffered much from the weather. 


When I examined the stone in 1906, I found that the 
fragmentary inscription, was almost illegible. The use of 
_ the broad-backed &e, the shortening of the verticals in 
` pa, and tbe ma in which the lower part is invariably 
triangular in form, show that the inscription belongs 
to the early Ku na period. Yet, the doubtful ya in the 
‘opposite corner of the inscription, which is archaic in 
form, proved that the record must be referred to a period 
slightly earlier than those, in which the later, fully 
developed tripartite form of ya is found to be used. 


IL The Kastern variety of the North-Indian Alphabet 
of the Kusina period, later variety. No inscription, 
which can be safely referred to this class, has been dis- 
covered as yet in any part of North-Eastern India. 

| The principal characteristics of the earlier variety 
| of the North-Eastern Kusina alphabets are :— 


@ the use of the broad-backed 4a г— атаса and 
Savastiye (L. 2 Sravasti image-insc RR 
/ Museum), dende&ca (L. 7), Savastiye (L. 8) of the 
Indian Museum  umbrella-staff inscription, adhar- 
asya, Srüvásta (L. 1), kw&a/a, bhuyakuiale 
mitrena (178) of the new Bodhisattva ima 
from Sabet Mahet, Sutyemuni, on the fragmentary 
sculpture from Rājgir; Z"droż + and Parahabatika (L. 2) 
in the inseription on the newly discovered pedestal from 
Rajgir; 
(iD) the lingual sz, angular i 
cross-bar does not reach the left vertical line: Azn 
i (I. 1), #32 нуп, Pusya (D. 2), yati and prati 
|^ (1.3), kegatrapena (L. 8), parisa (L. 9) of the 
ч ‘Umbrella-staff inseription, prafistAapito (L. 1) kşatra- 
wmaAabsatrapeua and Fanasparena in (L. 2) of the 
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inscription 











form in which the 





















pedestal of the Sarnath Bodhisattva 
1), bhikyusya (lL. 2), gati (L. 3) 
inscription on the back of the Bodhisattva image 
from Sarnath; 4Aweys and Peşya (L. 1) Lhikyuaya 
(L. 2) in the inscription on the pedestal of the Bodhisattva 
image in the Indian Museum found at Sabet Mabet; 
dgatrigüsern, сейдана, (L. 1): wicaksana (U. 2) on 
the inscription on the pedestal of the new image from 
Sahet Mahet. It should be noted in this connection, that 
the form of the subscript lingual £ found in 
Двабчуйнать (L. 1) and єїсай аты (L. 2), is still more 
archaic, having the cursive form of the older Maurya 
alphabet 












the cursive form of Да, which seems to have been 
derived from the cursive forms of the Jangada separate 
edicts and the Kan&&mbi edict on the Allahabad pillar : 
this form occurs on one inscription only, viz. on the 
pedestal of the new Bodhisattva image from Sahet Mahet; 
Bokisatea (L. 1—Зу,\ but in all other cases the angular 
form of Да is found to have been плей; 2 





(ie) im the majority of cases, the subscript ya has the 
tripartite form. The only exceptions being Puxya in 
(L. 1 of the inscription on the pedestal of the Bodhi- 
sativa image from Sravastt, now in the Indian Museum 
and in Sakyamuni on the fragmentary sculpture from 
Rajgir, which is also in the Indian Museum. The dearth 
of insoriy written in characters of the later variety 
of the Northern Kustna alphabet, in Eastern India has 
already been noticed above. Inscriptions of the 3rd and 
ЗАВ centuries A.D., are also very rare in the whole of the 
Northern India. With the exception of two inscriptions 
from Mathura, which I hold to belong to the 3rd century 








+ Annual Hep. Arch. Sérvey of Indis, 1908.00, p. 135, 















and which others hold to belong to the 6th century - 
no inscriptions are known which can be said to 
to the pre-Gupta period. 
چ‎ the beginning of the Gupta period, we аге 
` confronted with three distinct varieties of the alphabet, 
‘used in Northern India. Inscriptions belonging to 
the first-half of the 4th. century A-D., are unknown 
. unless the Allahabad pillar-inseription of Samudragupta” 
/— be referred to that period. ‘The second inscription 
in the chronological order, which can be safely 
“referred to this period, is the Bodh-Gay& Image-inscrip- 
tion of the Gupta year 04—383-841 A.D. Scholars are 
divided in opinion about the date of this inscription also. 
Prof. Liiders of Berlin holds Cunningham's theory and 
says that it is a Suka date’, inspite of Dr. Bibler’s clear 
statement on the point. © 
В. The so-called Gupta Alphabet of the Ath and 5th 
centuries A.D. 
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Dr. Bühler recognises three different var 
Northern Indian alphabet of the Ath and 


ties in the 





h centyries 





(0) the Eastern variety—distinguished by the peculiar 
2 forms of la, Да, sa and ха," 


(i) the Western vari 


= аы: um 


+ Ind, Ant., Vol. XXXVI 
* Fleet's Gupta Tree 
Inscriptions of Northern fo 
and p. 05, No. 463. 
> Floot's Gupta Inscriptions, p. 1 
ат» Mahabodhi, Pl. XXV. 
Vol. ХХХІ, p. 40. 
Tadian Palwography, Eng. Ed., р. 46 and note 10. 





y—enrsive roundhand type,“ 





p. 29. 
fone, pp. 262, 273; Kielho 
Ep. Ind, Vol V, App. р. 63, No. 
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and (i) the Western variety—angular monumental 
io ae type." 

. In the light of later discoveries, especially the import- 
ant finds of the British and Prussi expeditions 
into Central Asia under Sir Mare Aurel Stein, Griinwedel 
and others, the Northern Indian alphabet of the 4th and 
5th centuries A. D., should be divided into the following 
varieties :— 








1. 'Phe Eastern variety : specimens — 
(5) the Allahabad pillar-inseription of Samudra- 
gupta, 
(iD) the Udayagiri cave-inscription of Candra- 
gupta 11, 
(iii) the Gadhwa fragmentary insoriptions of the 
times of Candragupta 11 and Kumnragupta I, 
(iv) the Dhaoaidaha grant of Kumaragupta I, 
(e) the Münkuwar inscription of Kumüragupta I, 
(ê) the Bibar pillar-inscription of Skandagupta, 
e (vis) the Kosiim image-inseription of Bhimavarman, 
(ri) the Kabauth pillar-inseription of Skanda- 
ча gupta, 
2. The Western variet; 
(+) the Mathura inscription of Candragupta II, 
i) the Sikfict inscription of Candragupta 11, 
the Bharadi Dib or Karamdanda inseription of 
Kumüragupta I, 
(iv) the Bhitgei pillar-inseription of Skandagupta, 
(e) the Indore grant of Skandagupta, 
(ei) the Er&n pillar-inseription of Budhagupta- 


5 - 
specimens — 














` roit, 





ix 
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3. ‘The Southern variety: specimens — 
(i) the Bilsad pil 
the Gangdbar inscription of Viévavarman, 


4) the Mandaáor inscription of Kumārəgupta I, 
and Bandhuvarman, 


(ie) the Vijayagadh inscription of the Yandheyax 
(v) the Vijayagadh pillar-inscription of Vi 
dhana, 
(vi) the Girnar (Junagad) Rock inscription of 
Skandagupta. 
4. "The Central Asian variety : 


(4) the Bower Manuscript, 

(i) numerous other manuscripts written in the 
Central Asiatic variety of the Gupta alphabet 
discovered by the British and German expedi- 
tions. 





inscription of Kumāraguptà I, 








juv 











pecimens — 





I. The Eastern Variety. 2 


‘Twenty-one years ago, five years before the publication 
of Dr. Bübler's work on Indian Palwogray Dr. A? F. В. 
Hoernle recorded the following obser 
Indian script of the 4th and 5th ce A. D. 
existed at the time of the Gupta period two very distinct 
th Indian and 
the South Indian. The test letter for these two great 
classes is the character for m. The 
alphabets, however, is again divided 
which, though their areas overlapped to а cert 
may be broadly, and for practical purposes sufficiently, 
distinguished as the Western and sections. 
The test letter in this case is the cerebral sibilant 











Northern class of 


tions 





› two gr 





extent, 










lem 
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H 

a (sa)" This classification was also adopted by the 
e. Dr. Bühler, who added two more test letters: 
and Ла. “The differences between the Eastern and 
estern varieties of the so-called Gupta alphabet appear 
the signs of /a,sa and Ла. In the Eastern variety, 
the left limb of /a is turned sharply downwards: 
ef. the Да of the Jaugada separate edicts. Further the 
base stroke of ga i» made round and attached as а 
loop to the slanting central bar. Finally the base 
stroke of 4a is suppressed, and its hook, attached to the 
vertical, is turned sharply to the left, exactly as in the 
Jaggayyapeta inscriptions. In the Western variety these 
three letters have the older and fuller forms.” Another 
test letter, of the Eastern alphabet of this period, is the 
dental sibilant sa. In the inscriptions of the Eastern 
variety, this letter always has а loop at the end of its left 
vertical line instead of the customary curve or hook, cf. 
the form of the letter in the Allahabad pillar-inscription of 
Samudragupta. This form of sa has also been found 
in the inscriptions of the Kustoa period, discovered in 
Маһи. ‘The Kankalitia inscription of the &5th year, 
shows that, in that inscription, all cases of sa, have this 
form.*., 











‘Phe characteristics of the epigraphic alphabet of the 
Ath and 5th centuries A.D. have already boen discussed at 
length by Dr Biibler.* It will only be necessary to trace 
the history of the development of the Eastern variety in 
the following pages. In 1891, Dr. Hoernle perceived that, 
“in India proper, the North-eastern alphabet gradually 
came to be entirely displaced by. the North-western 
alphabet, in comparatively very enrly times. This 











* J.A. S. В, 1801, Pt- T., p. 
= Epi. Ind, Vol. I, p. 384, Мо. v. 
* Bübler's Indian Falwography, Eng. Ed. р. 47. 




















m" 


displacement. must have been in progress during tbe earlier 
part of the sixth century A.D. and must have been com- 
pleted about 580 A.D., for in 588 A.D., we already find 
inscriptions in Bodh-Gaya (inscription of Mabhünüman, 
Fleet, p. 274), which show an exclusive North-Western 
character. There is not а single inscription known, so 
far as I am aware, about and after 600 A.D., which 
show the distinctive marks of the old North-Eastern 
1 his statement will have to be examined 
in the light of later discoveries made during the last 
two decades— 
(i) The Dhānāidaha grant of Kumaragupta I, G.E. 
113—432 A.D.” 
(if) The Mathura Jaina image-inseripti 
of Kumaragupta I, О.Е. 113—132 A.D.* 
(ir) The Karamdayda image-inscription of Kumira- 
gupta I, G.E. 117 =436 A.D.* 
(iv) The Amaun 
G.E. 282 =531 A.D.’ 
(v) The Patiakell& grant of the Maharaja Si 
С.Е. 283 — 602 А.р." 
(vi) The Ganja 
dnir&ja бака, G. 
(vit) The Mu 
Mabapratthara M: 
30=636 A.D.* 
_в. B, 1801, Pt. I, р 82. 
(N.8.), Vol. V, р. 459. 


, ‘ol, 11, p.210, No. XXXIX. 
* J. A. 8 В. (N.8.), Vol, V, p. 4: 1 Ep. Ind., Vol. X, p. 70. 
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n of the time 








plate of the Maharaja Nandana, 


в; 








grant of the time of Malürája- 
300—619 A.D.* 


тебу: 









1 inseription of 
ruja Udayasenn, the 





















p.49 and J. A. S. B. Vol V 
ol. IX, p. 255. 

Inā., Vol. VI, p. 141 

Ibid, Vol. IX, p. 289. 


в. p. 164 
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The Puri grant of Sainyabbita-Müdbnvarüja LI. 

Хіт) The Parikud grant of Madbyamarija, the Harga 
year BB— 094 A.D.* 

The Eastern variety of the epigraphie Alphabet of 
Northern India of the 4th and 5th centuries A.D. did 
merge, as Dr. Hoernle has observed, into the Western 
variety. Inscriptions, discovered after the publication 
of Dr. Hoernle's article, show the gradual changes in the 
epigraphic alphabet of the 5th and 6th centuries A.D., 
and tend to prove that this change is already in evidence 
in the first half of the Sth century. ‘This displacement of 
the Eastern variety of the alphabet of this period by the 
Western must have been completed before the end of the 
first half of the 6th century. 

"The Allahabad pillar-inseription of Samudragupta 
shows the fully developed form of the Eastern variety 
and the test letters ean be observed here to their best 
advantage. The next inscription, in the chronological 
order, in which the Eastern alphabet has been used, is the 
Udayagiri cave-inseription of Candragupta IL, on which 
Dr. Bühler observes “The fact that Fleet's No. 6 is found 
far west, near Bhils& in Malva, may be explained by its 
having been incised during an expedition of Candragupta II, 
to Malva, at the command of his minister, who calls himself 
an inhabitant of Pagaliputra.’ Next we come to twonew 
inscriptions both of which were incised in the year 113 of 
the Gupta era=432 A.D.— 











(® The Mathura Jaina image-inscription. 


(i) The Dhanaidaha grant. 
a 





* J. A. В B., 1004, Pe I, р. 284, PL VI. 

Wefuglya-Salitya- Parignd.Patrikk, Vol. XVI, p. 186, also Epi, Ind., 
XI, p. 251. 
Шамаға Indian Falwography, Eng. Ed., p. 46. 
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As both of these records mention Kum&ragupta I by 
name, so there cannot be any doubt эв to their proper date. 
The Mathur inscription shows the typical forme of the 
"Western variety.’ In the Dhanaideba grant of Kumüra- 
gupta I, we find— 

(/) in all cases, the looped form of the dental 
sibilant да, has been used, 

(i) in all cases, the looped form of the lingual 
sibilant ха, has been used, 

(ii) in all cases, the hooked form of Aa, bas been 
used, 

(iv) in the majority of cases the hooked form of Za 
has been used. In one solitary instance the 
Western variety form bas succeeded in re- 
placing the older one, wiz :— F'a&Arafana (2) in 
L. 8. 

But in a stone-inscription incised sixteen. years la 
y forms of sa, ва and Жа in all cas 
scription of Kuma 
ga, за and Ja have not changed in the year 129 G 
A.D. The discrepancy may be explained thus 
rent script of а country, as found on copper-plates, generally 
shows a mom advanced form than that of the Epigraphic 
alphabet, found in stone-inscriptions. Copper-plates, in 
ancient India, should be taken to belong to the sa 
of records, as paper manuscripts or papyri of other countr 
"The forms of the alphabet used in them should be distin- 
guished from the forms used in epigraphs proper. Twelve 
years later than the date of this nd the 
Eastern forms of sa, sa, la and Жа still pe inal 
cases, in the Kab&urn pilla 








upta T, we sce that 




















ascription, we 








scription of Skandagupta, of 














Ind, Vol, И, p. 21 
А.В, B. (N. 8), Vol. PI. XX, p. 401 
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G.E.141—460 A.D. Butin an undated inscription of the 
same king, we see that the Western forms are gradually 
taking the place of Eastern ones. In the Bibar pillar- 
inscription of Skandagupta, the firet half of the record 
shows uses of Eastern forme in the majority of cases :— 


X. Ja—() tulya, (#8) atutyah (L. Y), (iii) atulya 
(L. 3), (jv) тараа (L. 5), (v) vyatamba 

CL. 7), (ей) tokan (L. 9), (rii) 4ala (L. 11) 

I. Aa—() hi havya (L. 4), (i) eran (L. 8); 

Only in one instance we find a Western variety form, 
vis :—agrahare (L. 13). Butin the second half of the 
record, we find that the Western variety form of Ла has 
invariably been used, in all eases. In the second half of 
this record there are two instances of fa :— (0) tulah (L. 28) 
and аана (L. 29). but as the facsimile given iu Dr. Fleet's 
work ix incomplete and does not contain these lines, it is not 
possible to compare the forms of /a used in the second half 
of the inscription with those of the first half. I bave found 
that the Bibar pillar-inseription has suffered much from 
exposure in the weather, after the publication of Dr. Fleet's 
wofk, and at present it i» not possible to get a clearer, and 
more complete, inked impression than the one taken 
for Dr. Fleet. On the clear evidence of the Bibār inscrip- 
tion of Skandagupta, we have the fact that Western 
forms were replacing the Eastern ones in the alphabet of 
North-Eastern India in the first half of the Sth century 
A.D. The Pali grant of Laksmana, of the Gupta year 
158'=477 A.D., shows no form, in the alphabet used, 
which has any resemblance to those of the Eastern 
variety. The Pali grant should be included among North- 
Eastern inscriptions, instead of North-Western ones, as 
it was found about thirty miles from Allahabad 


i. 


















































* Epi. Ind, Vol. 11, р. 363. 
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It may be mentioned that the Kosim image- inserip- 
‘tion of Bhimavarman, of the Gupta year 139—438 
A.D., shows the use of eastern forms and the findspot 
of this record is close to Pali. In this inscription, we find 
that, all the test letters, sa, ға, Ла and Za, have assumed 
"Western forms. The evidence of the Pali grant of Laks- 
mana is further borne ont by the alphabet used in the 
Amauni grant of Nandana, of the Gupta year 232'=551 
A.D. This inscription was discovered in the Gaya 
District of Bibar and Orissa and cannot be referred to any 
other class of inscription but the North-Eastern. In this 
inscription we find that ga, sa, Ла and (а are of the western 
variety. Consequently we are now in a position to 
tatement made by Dr. Hoernle twenty-one 
years ago: “This displacement mus’ have been in 
. progress during the earlier part of the 6th century A.D., 
and must have been completed about 580 A.D., for in 
588 A.D., we already find inscriptions in Hodh-GayR 
(Inscription of Mahanáman, Fleet, p. 274) which show 
an exclusive North-Western character"? We are now 
in a position to state definitely that the movemeft 
towards the adoption of Western variety forms 
North-Eastern inscriptions was already in evid 
the 4th decade of the 5th century A.D. So early as the 
Ў days of the Gupta emperor Skandagupta, the change had 
already affected the epigraphic alphabet of the time. 
The displacement was completed before the eighth 
decade of the 5th century and all traces of Eastern 
variety forms or characters had disappeared from the 
plains of Northern India, before the beginn 
century A.D. 
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* тый, Vol. X, р. 49. 
= J. A. B, B., 1891, pt. I, p. 82. 
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. We should now proceed to the Palwographieal ex- 
amination of a class of records, about which there is much 
difference of opinion. I refer to the four copper-plate 
inscriptions, which have been discovered at various times 
during the last three decades. ‘The first three was published 
by Мг. F. E. Pargiter in 1910! and the last one was 
published by myself? as well as by Mr. Pargiter® in 1911. 
In size, script and composition the four records indicate 
that they belonged to the same variety. These four grante 
differ from all other copper-plate inseriptions discovered in 
India on the following points :— 


(i) they are not grants of lande, made by any para- 
mount sovereign, nor by any feudatory chief, with the 
sanction of his suzerain, 

(i) they purport to be deeds of transfer of property, 
made by certain local officials, to a private person, as well 
as deeds of grants, made by those private persons to certain 
Brabmanas ; 

(ii) they mention a number of officials by their 
poper names, and not merely by designations, as usual. 

"The faets, quoted above, would alone go to prove that 
the^records were spurious. But in addition to them, we 
have the palwographical evidence, which “shows that the 
alphabets of two different periods and in the case of the 
last one, of three different periods, have been used in the 
composition of these inscriptions. In these records we 
find that, (1) яо, ѓа and Ла have two forms and often three ; 
and are used in conjunction with forms of the sixth or 
even of the seventh or ninth centuries A.D. In the first 
grant: the grant of Dharmiditya of the year 3, we find 











* төй, Ant., Vol. XXXIX, p. 193. 
* J. A. 8. B., Vol. VI, p. 435. 
» Ibid, Vol, YIL, р. 470. - 
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that two different forms bave been used, in the case of 
‘three test letters за, fa and Au. Ў 
We Ча 


(0) Estern variety. 

1. Ambariga (L. 1), 2. vigayapati (L. 3), З. vigaya- 
mahattara (UL. 4), 4. GAosacandra (L. 5), 5. деа 
(L. 7), 0. ейауе (L. 8), 7. riage (L. 10), 8-9. 
Awettrümé and kgettra (L. 11), 10. drsi (L. 12), 11. 
gad-bhgnh (L. 13), 12. abhilaga (L. 14), 13. salange, 
(L. 19), 14. modanegu (U. 21). 

(i) Western variety. Strictly speaking, the forms 
of the letter, used in the following words, nre much later 
in date than the North-Western Gupta alphabet. In all 
casos, the letter ia found in the ligaturo Aya and we find 
that peculiar curvature before Ди denoting the presence of 
the ya, which we sce for the first time in the inscriptions 
of Adityasena and those of the Саһаја 
Kanauj!, in the 11th and 12th centuries A n. 
five instances of this later form in the first grant— 

1. емга (L. 16), 2. anngrahakainksina (lı. ^8), 
B. Мера (D. 21), 4 dakginene (L. 23), 5. foent 
(L. 25). E 

AL. Las 











princes of 








(0) Eastern variety. 
Î. асале (L.2), 2. #alasakha (L. 5-6), З. durtlabha 
(5.8), 4. [abhah (L. 13), 5. satnhalpabhih (L. 14), 
6. ВИайнидай ca (L. 214). 





(i) Western Variety 


Î. Ble and ?. varakamaydate (L. 3) 3. аида 
(U, 5), 4. и pla and 5. kulawami (1. б) 6 


Баек» Indian Pahsogmphy, pl. 1V, ХУІ, 454 pl- V, XU 
хх, 44. 
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= 


malyor (Le 8), T. pustapala (L. 9), 8. kulya and 
Khaudala (L. 11), 10. kalana (L. 12), 11. abhılaşa 
(L. 14), 12. malena (L. 16), 13. dérucilatyam (D. 16), 
14. kuiya (lL. 16), 15. kala (1. 18), 16. sa/-aga 
(L. 19), 17. nparilikhita (№ 20), 18. anupālana (1,31), 
19. pratipálaniyasn (L. 22), 20. /iñgāni (L. 23). 

ПЕ Hac 


(0) Eastern variety. 


1. түйас-сабба (Le 4), 2. tcchimy-ahamh (1. T), 
3. brihmanasya, $. grīvā (L. 8), 5. avadhytam= 
asti=ha (L. 10), 6. Aastena (Lu. 15), 7. paratr=ānngraha 
(L. 18), 8. Aimasena (L. 23). 


(8) Western variety, 


3. waAürüjádhirüja and 2. maharaja (L. 2), 
mahattara (L. $), 4. tad-arhatha (L. 8), 5. mātā- 
pitror-anugraha (L. 18), 6. Auret (L. 26), 7. himasesa 
(L.25),8. saha (L. 26). 


‘Similarly in the second grant from Faridpur we find 
that— 


I In all cases the Western variety form of 4a has 
been used, 


11. The Eastern variety form of /a has been used in 
опе case only eg. in mandala (L.4). In all other we 
find the Western variety forms— 

1. lavdhe (L. 3), 2. dale (L. 4), 3. gopala (L.5), 
4. khandalakaih (L. 9), 5. Zanhitya (L. 11), 6. 
kniya (L. 14), 7. akhila (1„ 15), 8. satpatáni" (1. 17), 
9. AAendalaba (XL. 17), 10. pustapala (lL. 18), 11. 
dharmmabtla and 12. иена (L. 19), 18. блән 
(u. 20), 14. sokan (L. 24). 


з. 
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The form in the last example is very late. It is the 
‘9th century form, found for the first time in the Dighwa- 
Dubhauli grant of Mahendrapala'. 

III. In the case of the lingual ga we find eastern 
variety forms in : 

1. Nakuga (L. 1), 2. Ambariga (L. 2), 3. vigaya 

5), 4. Jyegra (L. 7), 5.- Somaghosa and 6. vigayanarn 

8) 7. фаза (L. 16) 8. erkşa (L. 21), 9. gasti 
and 10. Varga (L. 24), 1l. ára-vişthāyāńh (L. 27) 
and western variety ones in : 

1. Agettra (№. 9), 2. Фей rimi (L. 14), 3. a&geptà 
(L. 25); another indistinct form i» to be found in Aast- 
üslaka. The late seventh or eleventh century form of 
Aga is found in kyeffra in L. 17. 


The third plate is in a very bad state of preserva- 
tion and the faesmile published with Mr. —Pargiter^s 
article is very indistinet ; the reverse or the second side 
of the plate only, is capable of being analysed for palaeo- 
graphical purposes. In it, we find, that in all recognisa^le 
cases, the lingual ga is of the Eastern variety of the early 
Gupta alphabet. Both forms of 4e have been used. Only 
опе instance of the Western variety is le В 
L.S. Inallfother instances where the record is le, 
we find the use of the Eastern variety :—(1) mahattarah 
(L. 8-9), (2) Aastagtaka (L. 10), (3) agrahara (L. 22), 
(4) Aar-fa (L. 24), (5) жеде (L. 25). 

So also in the case of / we 
form has been rarely used while the Western v 
is common :— 

I. Eastern variety :—(/) Габзара/я (L 
tingani (L. 21). 















that the Eastern 








? Ind, Ant., Vol. XV, p. 112. 
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Waima wariety:—() уот (Т. 14), (i) 

m (12.18) prakalpya (L. 18), (iv) dharmabila 
Qu. 19), (#) malena (D. 19), (ef) Vatsapate (U. 19), 
(wit) Aulya (L. 20), (rif) Dhruvilata (L. 22), (iv) 
| Silakupda (D. 23). 

It should be noted in this connection that in the 
majority of cases we find the bipartite form of y. 
Tn the fourth grant wo find, that in all cases the bipartite 
form of ya, the Western variety form of the lingual ga and 
fa have been used. With the exception of three instances, 
Aa also bns the Western variety form. ‘These three ins- 
tances are:—(1) erdhman-opaya (L. 11), (2) vrāhmaņa 
(L. 14), (3) эейалтйты (L. 20-21). In addition to these, 
we find later forms, in the word parkdatté (L. 18) and 
avüminah (L. 17). in ease of ža and wa respectively. In 
conclusion, we may freely кау, that all four copper plates 
are forged. It may be asserted that, the plates belong to 
the transitional period, when Eastern variety forms were 
gradually being displaced by Western ones. But, tho use 
of modineval forms, precludes such a possibility :—(1) I 
buve already commented on the form of the ligature два 
in the first plate. (2) Another, much later form, is that of 
Эа, їп the date of the first plate, which occurs for the first 
time in the Aphsad inscription of Adityasenf and Dighwa- 
Dubbauli grant of Mabendrapala, the Pratibira, of V. E. 
955—598 A.D. The form of Да in parkkațti and wa in 

1 in the fourth grant had already been commented 
upon. Consequently we find that the four copper-plate 
inscriptione, being forgeries, are of no use in а palaco- 
graphical discussion. 
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CHAPTER Ш 
‘The Eastern Alphabet 550-1100 A.D. 


We now come to the clas of alphabets, to which 
Dr. Bühler has given the name, Siddhamatrka. From this 
point, Dr. Bühler's work ceases to be exhaustive and does not 
deal with Eastern variety forms of the Northern alphabet, 
separately. Such a treatment of Nortb-Indian palaeo- 
graphy was, porbaps, impossible sixteen years ago, and 

author of the Jndian Paleography was 
ian alphabet of the 
6th, 7th, Sth, 9th and 10th centuri A.D., as а single 
whole. The differentiation was made only in the case of 
©ргайй alphabet, which was already э separate unit in the 
Bth century A.D. and in a much later period, in the case 
of proto-Bengali. In these pages Dr. Bühler'« arrange- 
ment has not been followed, on aec 
reasons ;— 


















t of the following 


Т. The discovery of a number of dated records, 
made it impossible to accept, tbe alphabet v 
Bodh-Gaya inscription of Mabanama 





in the 








из representing type 












specimens of the North-Hustern alphabet of the Gth and 
Tth centuries A.D. These те:— 
(© the Amauna gra G. E. 232—551 


А.р. 


(i) the Patiakellx grant of Maharaja Sivarnja*, О. Е 
283—002 A.D. 





Epi. Ind., Vol. X, p. 49. 
? тыа, Vol. IX. p. 286. 
* гыш, Vol. VI. p. 142 
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р ) The Mundeévart inscription of the Mahns&manta 
MabRpratibira Maharaja Udayasena!, Н. E. 30—636 
A.D. 

IL The final settlement of the chronology of the 
Gurjjara-Pratthara dynasty of Northern and” Central 
‘India, by the researches of Mr. D. R. Bhandarkar and the 
late Mr. A. M. T. Jackson, has placed the introduction of 
the Nügart alphabet into Northern India one hundred and 
thirt-ysoven years later. On this point Dr. Bühler said 
“In Northern and Central India, the Мика appears first. 
on the copper-plate of the Mabürüja yakapála of 
Mahodaya probably of A. D. 794."* The real date of 
Vināyakapāla’s grant is V. Е. 9882931 A. D. instead of 
Н. Е. 1882794 A. D.* 

111. The discovery of a number of inscriptions in 
North-Eastern In. pecially of the Pala kings of Bengal, 
makes it possible to distinguish two different varieties of 
the North-Eastern alphabet, as early as the {Sth century 
А. D., and shows that Nagart has had very little influence 
оп {he development of the Bengali alphabet. 

Sixteen years ago, the Bodh-Gaya inscription of 
Ма ıãnaman was the only known dated inscription of the 
6th century A. D., in North-Eastern Ln ‘In it, Dr. 
Hoernle and Dr. Bühler, found, for the first time, tiat 
the Eastern variety of the early Gupta alphabet has been 
entirely «dsplaced by the Western one. But, we have 
already seen, that fresh discoveries place this displacement 
more than a century earlier. The next point to be consi- 
dered is the tripartite form of уа and the downward limit 
of its use. In 1891 Dr. Hoernle fixed 600 A. D. as the 























* Ibid, Vol. IX, p. 289. 
* Bühler'« Indian Paleography, Eng. Ed., p. 51. 
|. Yol. ҮШІ, App. 1, pp. 1 & 4. 
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lowest limit for the use of this form of ya in Northern 
India :— 


“Any inseription in the North-Western Indian alphabet, 
which shows the more or less exclusive use of the old form 
of ya, must date from before 600 A. D., while any inserip- 
tion showing an exclusive use of the cursive form of ya 
must date after 600 A. D.” 

"Тһе force of Dr. Hoernle's argument has heen weakened 
by the discovery of the Udaypur inscription of the Gubila 
Aparajita?, of V. E. 716—659 A.D. “The discovery of an 
inscription of the 7th century", observes Dr. Bühler, 
“with mostly tripartite ya, E. 1. 4, 29, makes a modifica- 
tion of Hoernle’s argument necessary but does 
invalidate his final result’.* It will be observ 
no limit has been fixed for the use of the 
form of ya in a N Eastern inseription. 
Bodh-Gay& inscription of Mahán&man, we find that, the 
bipartite form had, entirel. the tripartite one, 
Consequently, it has been supposed that the bi 
bas displaced the tripartite foi 
scriptions, almost about the sai 
records. Subsequent discoveries now 
beyond doubt that in North-eastern India, th 
tripartite form of ya, lasted abo: Иа 
than the limit of North-western India. mple we 
have the form used in the A а grant of Na ; 
The date of this inscription is not far removed from that 
of the Bodh-Gay& inscription, and it was found in a pla 
not very far off from Bodh-Gay&, yet we find that in all 
cases the tripartite form of yw has been used. So 
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+ J.A.8.B., 1891, pt. 1, р. 90. 
* Epi. Ind., Vol. ГУ, p. 29. 
* Bühler's Indian Palmography, p. 45. note it. 
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pu e form is being used in all cases, in the Gupta 
year 285—602 A.D. ‘So also in the сазе of the Mundesvart 
inscription, we find that the tripartite form alone is used in 
636 A. D. Consequently, we have to admit that the use 
of the bipartite form of ya, in the Bodh-Gaya inscription 
of Mahüngman, in the Gupta year 269=558 A.D., is prema- 
ture. "There are other reasons which lead us to believe 
that, though this record was found in North-Eastern Indi 
the alphabet of the locality was not used in in g 
which on the other hand was допо by a man from Weste 
India, Wo have a similar case in the Bhitari pillar- 
inscription of Skandagupta, which, though found in 
Eastorn India, shows the use of the Western variety of 
the North-Indian alphabet; and the Sifct inscription 
of the time of Candragupta II which, though found in 
"Western India shows the use of the Eastern variety of 
the alphabet. The alphabet used in the Bodh-Gaym 
inscription of Mabūoñman cannot be taken to represent 
the ordinary Eastern variety of the Epigraphie alphabet 
of North-India in the Gth century A.D, for the following 
reasons i 












(1) the Amauni grant of Nandana and the Ра 
grant of Sivaraja show the exclusive use of the t 
form of ya; consequently, we have to admit that in the 
Eastern variety of the Northern alphabet the tripartite 
form of ya was in use in the 6th century A.D. ; 

(2) the prevalence of acute angles at the lower ex- 
tremities of letters is exceptional, and, not of common 
occurrence, in these rec mds. 

"The ordinary 6th century epigraphic alphabet of North- 
Eastern India i» then to be found in the “following 
inscriptions :— 

(1) the Ашацой grant of Nandana, 

(2) the Patiakella grant of Sivaraja, 
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) the Barübür cave-inseription of Ananta-varman," 
` (4) the — Nügarjuni — cave-inseription of Ananta- 
varman,” and 
(5) the — Nagürjuni  cave-inseription of Ananta- 
varman,” є 
The principal characteristics of the alphabet, which 
remained current in North-enstern India, from 530-050 
7 A.D. are noted below + 
(1). The use of the tripartite form of ye. The only ex- 
ception is the Gafjám grant of the time of Susika. ‘The 
difference cannot be accounted for at present, so long as 
the riddle of Śasīńka-Narendra rem: unsolved. 
Why г аёдйҝа, probably surnamed Narendra, whose 
coinage is allied to that of the early or the Imperial Guptas, 
went to Kalifga and how he came to be acknowledged as 
a suzerain, by the Sailodésara princes of the Kongoda- 
mandada,* is still a mystery to us. The introduction of 
the North-Easterh alphabet, into the Northern Sircars, was 
also probably due to this prince. We find the ordinary 
6th century alphabet of Кайда, in the Bugud& grant 
} ot  Madhavavarman 5 and the  Parikud plates "of 











Madhyamarija.* 5 c 
(2) The general prevalence of right angles at the lower 

] extremities of certain letters ey. gha, ра, pha, 54 and se. 
(3) The absence of later 
verticals on the right of these signs. 







opments such as tails or 








* bil, p. 224, pl. ХХХІ, А. 
тыас 237, pl. XXXI B. 
= ж Epi. Ind, Vol. VI, p. 142. 
= Tid, Vol, Ш, p. 43 and Vol. VII, p. 100. 
Nangiys-Babliya-Faritad-Pateiki, VO" XVI, p. 197; ЕМ. Iud., Vol 
XI, pp. 25) 


5 
A * Fleet's Gupta Inscriptions, p. 221, pl. X 
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В ` In other words. the North-eastern epigraphic alphabet 

` ef the 6th century A.D., presents the ordinary character- 
istics of the North-western variety of the early Gupta 
alphabet. 

, Early in the latter-half of the 7th century A.D., we 
find a marked change in the North-Eastern alphabet. The 
Shahpur image-inseription of tbe Harsa year 66—67) A.D. 
and the undated Aphsad inseription, both of the time of 
Adityasena of Magadha, exhibit this change for the first 
time. From this time onward, the eastern variety of the 
northern alphabet, develops by itself and the western 
variety never succeeds in displacing it again. For a short 
time only, during the domination of the Gurjjara-Pratibüra 

. princes, a western variety, called Мака, makes its in- 
fluence felt and divides the eastern variety into two 
different branches. Out of these sub-divisions, the 
western one is gradually absorbed in Мака, while the 
eastern one develops separately and becomes the Bengali 
script, of the lith and 12th centuries A.D. At this 
period, it is necessary to take a more complete survey of 
the Eastern alphabet, than that done 

Eastern variety of previous centuri In the latter 
half of the 7th century. A. D., we find the following 

св of the eastern variety of he northern 














in the ease of the 













(1) The upper part of the left limb of a has become 
а slightly elongated nail-head оғ 


wedge, while the 
lower part is converted 


into a regular curve, with a 
knob at its top, looking more like a comma. The right 
limb together with the line joining both the limbs, can 
be drawn at one stroke of the pen and the letter resem- 
bles the Bengali one, s present form. Cf. а in 
ajanayad (in L. 6). 
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Ц 
_ (@) In the case оға we find the differentium in а second 


curve, also shaped like a comma, which is attached 
to the lower extremity of the right limb. Cf. the form 
а asîd (in L. 1). 


(3) Лю the case of the short i, we find the lower 
circle or dot of Gupta alphabet of the Western variety, 
which in Maukhart inscriptions becomes a short vertical 
curved lire, developed at this period into a long curve, 
"which, in two different cases, is shown to be of different. 

_ lengths. 

(4) In the case of w, we find the horizontal line 
^at the lower extremity transformed into a curve and 
elongated. This form continues without alteration till the 
end of the 10th century A. D., when the first change in 
its form is found in the Bhagalpur grant of Nārāyaņapāla. 

(5) The rare o, becomes an elongated comma laid flat 
on Ив back. In the absence of the earlier forms of this 
letter of the 4th and 5th centuries A. D. comments are 

1 impossible. ‘The only known forms are those found in 

the inscriptions of the Mahaürajas of Uchakalpa ahd 
\ those of YaSodharman, which belong to the Southern 
Y 






` variety of the Gupta alphabet. 
II. Consonants. 
Ў (1) For the first time in Eastern Ind 
nant, ќа always has a loop on its left. 
7. it should be noticed here, has also been found in the Ganjam 
plates of the time of Sastikaraja along with the bipar- 
- tite form of ya. It continued in until the 
loop becomes а semi-circle, in the 11th 
Ы ) In kha, the triangle at the base of the letter, 
i which is observable for the last time, in the cave-inscrip- 


Жопа of the Maukharis, becomes transformed into a straight 
line and a curve, The si 


the first conso- 





e looped form, 
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semi-circle, while the other side becomes elongated 
and touches both extremities of the are. This are and 
it» base line becomes the right limb, of this letter in the 
E century A. D. The left limb is formed by an increase 
in the length of the upper hook or curve, which was an 
open square in Maukhari inseriptions. "There is а wedge, 
instead of a dot or а short. straight line nt the lower extre- 
mity of the left limb. 

(3) In the case of ga, we find tbe open square 
form of the western variety, with its long right limb, again 
transformed into a curve, with a wedge at the lowor 
extremity of its left limb. 

(4) In уда, the curvature of the base line, was already 
observable in the Eastern variety of the early Gupta 
alphabet. In the sixth century, we see that in the 
inscription of Yasodharman, the base line has become a 
curve on the left side and a slanting line to the right, 
forming an acute angle with the right vertical. In the 
Aphsad inseription, we find that, this letter hn» become 
something liko the tripartite ya of the Kusna and Gupta 
periods, the only differentia being the wedges on the 
top_of its three limbs and the presence of an acute angle 
instead of а right angle, at its right lower extremity. 

(5) In а we find, the lower right angle is becoming, 
їп some cases, an acute angle and the vertical straight 
line is transformed into a curve." 

(6) In ca, the two curves, of the Gupta period, aro 
transformed into а triangle, with a wedge on its apex and 
‘slight elongation of the base line or lower line towards 
the left, 

(7) There is little or no change in the case "of che and 
the ligature cha shows that, the older form of са iwwtill 
being used in certain cases. 












* Boblers Indian Palaography. pl. IV, Col. XIX, 11. 
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(8) In ja the curvature of the lower horizontal 
line was already perceptible in the Enstern variety form 
of the early Gupta alphabet. The vertical was also’ percep- 
tibly curved. Here we find the central horizontal 
line also curved to the same extent as the base or lower 
line. A wedge has been added to the right extremity of 
the upper horizontal line. 

(9) There is only one instance of the occurrence 
of да and it has exactly the same shape which ma has 
in the Allahabad pillar-inscription of Samudragupta. 

(10) In the case of fia, it occurs in two ligatures, 
conjointly, with ea and ja ; the form fea, does not differ 
much from that found in the Allahabad pillac-inseription 
of Samudragupta, but in the ligature Ay its form is 
still more cursive. 

(11) In the case of ta, we find the Eastern variety 
differrimg very much from that of the Western. The 
fain the Aphsad inscription ік merely an open curve, with 
а wedge placed horizontally at the upper end of the curve; 
‘but in the Western variety, as in the case of the LaldAa- 
mandala Pra&asfi, it is a semi-circle with 
attached to the curve by means of a wedge. - 








serif, which is 


(12) 18 the case of (Ла we find the ancient Maurya 
form still being used in Northern India without any 
change. 

(13) In the case of фа, we see that the letter consists 
of two small curves. In the last line of Ар! insorip- 
tion, in the word Gandena, we find a more archaic form, 
resembling the one used in the Allah 
of; Samudragupta ; the only diffe 
ghortening of the length. It may b 
connection that the word Gauda is fo 
in Indian epigraphy, in the Aphsad inseription, where it is 


eription 






slight 
entioned in this 
1 for the first ti 











‚& (4) In the case of da, we find the angle changed 
into a curve. Cf. the form in the insefiptions of 
Yasodharman. * 
(15) In the case ofa ma, we see that the base line 
has become slanting, thus formüng an acute angle at the 
right lower extremity, and the left hook bas become 
lengthened. In the case of the ligature du, the lingual na 
has acquired а distinctly modern form, consisting simply 
of two curves. 









(16) The lower right limb of ta, which was already 
elongated in the Gupta period, becomes slightly curved 
and we find а wedge at the top of this letter. 

(17). In the cese of tha occurs only once and its form, 
there i» very indistinot eg. eimathito (L. 7), but here 
we find the upper part of the letter distinetly broadened. 
In ligatures on the other hand, we find the older 
form still prevailing. eg. in stha in knmbhasthatt (L.1). 

(18) In Фо, the small are has changed into a semi- 
circle. 

(19) In the case of ма, we find that the Jooped form 
of the Early Gupta period has changed into one 
somewhat resembling the modern Nagart one ‘The loop 
has become :— 

(а) separated from the main body of the letter, 

(0) smaller in size, 


and (c) joined to the main body by а short horizontal 
stroke. $ 











A- 

* An earlier mention is to be found in the Haraha Inscription of ~- 
Tatnavarman of ГУ, E-] 611, which bas since been discovered. 

* Mahler's Indian Palncography, pl. IV, X, 20. 
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(20) А still more cursive form is apparent in pa and 
the acute angle has become more pronounced. The right 
limb shows further downward elongation. j 

(21) In the Aphsad column of Dr. Bühler's plates, 
pla has been omitted but it occurs among the ligatures eg. 
Col. XIX, 45. It occurs many times and we have it 
thrice in the 25th line of the Aphsad inseription:—Sphatika, 
aphara and sphurat. 

(22) From this time onward we shall have to discard 
ba from the alpbabet, as in Northern inscriptions, ra took 
the place of йа and its occurrence is occasional. 

(23) In the Western variety of the early Gupta 
alphabet, the left hook of 44a has changed into a solid 
wedge, and this wedge has developed into a hollow one, 
at the same time, separating the right limb of the letter 
from the upper part. So for all practical purposes, the 
distinction between ža and 44a had ceased. 

. (24) In ма the acute angle, observable in the weste 
variety alphabet of the early Gupta peri 
more strongly and causes a downward е 
right, limb. 

* (85) We find two vai 
inscription. „Та the first plac 
form, with a clear acute angle at its lo 
in the second place, a later foi 
is less prominent, but the 
right limb bas already assumed a settled from. 

(20) In ra, we find for th 
or arrow-head, 
earlier in. inscriptions of the western varie 
Lakkhamandala Prasasti* and the Bodh- 








d, develops still 
gation of the 









s of ya in the Aphsad 
we have the bipartite 
extremity and 
the a 
ngated of the 






е angle 











wnward el 








first time, 
the lower extremity, 













* Ep. Ind., Vol. I, p. 
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| Mahniman. "It № still more developed in the 

inscriptions where it resembles а da of short 
stature. 
(37) We find two forms of /a also. In the first 
case, the curve or hook in the left limb of the letter has 
been lengthened downwards with a very slight outward 
curve at its lowest extremity. In the second case, we find 
the hook on the curve of the left limb, instead of being 
prolonged downwards, has acquired an inward length, very 
much resembling the modern Nigari and Bengali forms of 
the letter. 

(28) The triangular ra of the early Gupta period 
suffers the same transformation as the triangle at the 
base of kha Two sides of the triangle are converted 
into a curve, while the third side is lengthened. A 
wedge is invariably to be found on the-top of the 
letter. 





(29) In №, the upper part of the letter was a curve 

in the carly Gupta alphabet, whether Eastern or Western. 

In the later western variety it changed to а 

recfangle. But in the Aphsa inscription, we find, for 

the first time, the upper part consists of a ‘loop, 

while the right lower limb has been elongated upwards. 
(30) We find three distinct forms of 4a 


(а) The looped form which occurs in the Aphuad 
inscription alone (cf. Bühler's tables, pl. ТУ, XIX, 38). 

(2) The form in which the loop is changed into а 
hollow wedge (cf. Báhler's tables, pl. ТУ, XVIII, 38). 

(е) Yn the third variety which is found exclusively in 
the Shahpur image-inseription of Adityasena, thé apex of 
the wedge bas separated and ceased to be a wedge. 
"his form is found in the 6th and 9th century inscriptions = 
of north-eastern India. 
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(31) We find one form of Ae, and the only changes 
noticeable are the elongation of the eurve or hook in the 
right limb of the letter, and the introduction of the wedge 
at the top and the slanting of the hitherto horizontal 
base line. 
The next inscription of the Eastern variety is the 
Deo-Baranark inscription of Jivitagupta II, the great- 
grandson of Adityasena, Most probably, this record was 
incised in the earlier part of the Sth century A. D. The 
following inscriptions of Eastern India may be taken ав 
type-specimens for the Sth century A. D. :— 
1. The Deo-Baranark pillar-inseription of Jivita- 
gupta II. We have a certain date for Adityasena in the 
Shahpur image-inscription. ‘Three full generations elapsed 
between him and Jivitagwpta IL. If these generations 
be taken to be short and to have covered fift 
the average, we arrive at the Sth century A. D. as the 
date of Jivitagupta IL. Consequently it may be affirmed 
that the Deo-Baranark pillar was incised either in the first 
ог the second decade of the Sth century A. D. 
2. The Khalimpur grant of Dharmmapila,” the 
year 38". 
з. Тһе, Bodh-Gayá image-inseription of the tin 
Dharmapala, the year 26°. 
It is now quite certain that the reign of Dla 
fell in the Sth century A. D., because he was a 
porary of — 
(1) the king Indraraja or Indriyndha of Ka 
is stated in the Zfariram&apsrüna to have been living in 
the Saka, year 705=783 A. D.,* 
* 3. A. 8. B., 1894, pt. Т, р. 53, pl 111. 
* bid, (N.S.) Vol. TV, p. 102, pl. 
1908-9, pp. 145-50. 

> Peterscu’a 4th Hep.on the Search for Skt. Mss. in the Bomber 
Presy.. рр. ХЫ and 176; Ind. Ant, Vol. XV, р. 141. 
7 
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Gi) a king named Cakrayudha, whom he offered 
the throne of Kanauj, and who was defeated by the 
Gurjjara-Pratthira king Nagabhata II, 

(iii) the Gurjjara-Pratihira chief Nügabhata IT, for 
whom we have a certain date in the Buchkala inscription’ 
of V. S. 872—815 A. D., 


(iv) the Rastraküta king Govinda ПП whose certain 
dates range from 794—813 А.р," 

The Deo-Baranark inseription of Jivitagupta II is in a 
bad state of preservation and the facsimile given in 
Dr, Fleet’s work has not been well reproduced, We 
find here the forms of initial vowels have not changed. 
Ka, ga, са, ја, ta, tha, da, da, dha, na, tha, ma, ya, and 


Аа also have not changed. We find changes in the 
cases of — 


(1) ma, in which we find the right hook or curve 
further lengthened downwards, 


(2) in the case of fa also we find а similar increase 
in the downward leagth with a very slight, almost imper- 
ceptible, curve at its lower extremity, 


(3) in tha, we find the top of the latter broadened, 
most probably due to “the elongation of thé ends of the 
wedges and of the use of long straight strokes”, 
of. yatha in (L. 14), 

(4) we find two forms of pa: (4) the older form, in 
which the acute angle is still prevalent; and (4) in which 
the acute angle, though present, ix less remarkable and has 
given place to a downward elongation of the right vertical 
line e.g. in the ligature apa = 





* Epi. Ind., Vol, IX, p. 108. 

s J. B. B, R ALS. Vol. ХХИ, No. LXI, p. 128, 
> Epi. Ind., Vol. VIL, App. IH, p. 3. 

^ Büblorw Indian Palacography, Eng. Ed., p. 63. 
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(5) in the case of Га, we find the acute angle having, 
in certain cases, become too small end the right vertical 
straight line produced downwards, e.g. in kamala (L. 4), 
but in other cases, it retains the form of the Aphsad 
inscription, e.g. valavi (L. 6.), 

(6) we find two forms of ŝa also:—(a) the earlier, 
with a curved, {ор as in paramamaAe&rara (l. 3), and (4) 
the later form, which we find for the first. time, and which 
resembles the 9th century form of the Dighwa-Dubhauli 
grant," 

(7) in sa the lower part of the left limb is cursive 
aud projects beyond the vertical level of the left side of 
the letter, 

(8) the'third variety of the dental sa of the Aphead 
inscription is used in all cases. 

The Bodh-Gay& and Kbalimpur inscriptions of the 
26th and 32nd year of the reign of Dharmapala, most 
probably, were incised in the 9th and last decade of the 
Sth century A.D. - 

In the Bodh-Gay& inscription of Dharmapala we 
find :— 2 

1 three forms of åa : 

(а) the ancient form with the ro top as in 
Silablidah L. 1, Кебата L. 2 and sad-rinéati L. 7, 

(0) the later form without the cross-bar as in AMaAaderos- 
caturmukha and &restha (U. 2), 

(с) the transitional with the lingering cross-bar, as in 
åreyase (L. 4) 5 

2 the cross-bar of the lingual sa going to intersect the 
‘acute angle at the bottom, instead of joining the right 
vertical li 

* Bühler's Indian Palacography, Eng. Ed, pl. IV, 
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| 3 in ja the upper horizontal bar disappearing entirely 
and being substituted by a wedge: "The middle horizontal 
‘bar is a curve and longer in size in one case (mahibhuji 
L. 7) and shorter in another (wjjvalarya L. 1) ; 


4 two forms of wa : 





(a) the older looped form occurring in all cases except 
two, 


(4) the transitional form, between the Gupta shape 
and the NRgari or Bengali form, which we find in aan 
(L. 9) and most probably also in 44awi/a (L. 6); 

5 in ma, the buse line almost disappearing in 
many cases, as in puykarp and Fins (L. 5) Чгаттатать 
and sahasrena (L. 6), the base line finally perceptible in 
putrena (b. 2); > 

G in Ла, the acute angle, at the lower extremity, 
more sharply defined. ‘The characters of the Khülimpur 
grant of Dharmmapāla appear next, and in it we find some 
notable changes. 


1. Vowels. 


T. Ina, we find a broad top-stroke, for the first time, 
which makes, the resemblance of the letter,¢to the initial 
Bengali a complete. Cf. ajani (L. 45). 

2. In а, we find, the length of the vowel is 
denoted, even the case of the initial, by a full length 
vertical straight line, instead of a curve, attached to the 
lower extremity of the right limb. In the case of the 
medial, this form is to be found, in all cases, in the 
Bodh-Gay& inscription also. For the initial*form, cf. 
asîd ım L. 5. 


3. In the case of f, we see that the usual form is 


wedge at the top with two circular dots below. Cf. the 
form in iva (L. 4) and i/i (L. 7). 

















— 





PLATE VII. 





uj 









I. Consonants. 
1. Ka retains the looped form, but the acute angle at 
om becomes more sharply defined. 

2. In Аа, we find the hook at the top, baving 

become elongated, is converted into a left limb, which in 

certain cases e.g. in the Bodl-Gaya inscription, is projected 

` further downwards than the right limb. In this inserip- 

` tion, the acute angle in the right limb, becomes still 
© more sharp, e.g. nikhila (L. 20) and 4Aa/u (L. 25). 

^ ` S. In ga, we find the left limb has been sharply 
` curved to the right, the extremity of the curve being 

occupied by the usual wedge- 

4. In уди we have abroad top stroke, the left end of 
which is connected with the lower extremity of the right 
vertical line, by means of two curves. In fact, the base line 
of the 5th century gla, consisting of a carve to the left and 
a slanting straight line to the right, has been transformed 
into two distinet curves, while the acute angle at the 
bottom has become very small. 

5. Па occurs in ligatures only and has not cha 
ef. Sangiryamünah (L. 22). 

6. In ср there is no other change, save the shar 
of the acute angle and the consequent decrease in 
breadth of the letter. 

7. In cha also, there is little or ц 
the downward elongation of the vertical line, which forms 
а short tail, attached to the point or junction of the two 
circles, ef. akaveccha (L. 20). 

S. Ipja we find remarkable changes. 
horizontal line consists of а hook, while the middle hori- 
zontal has been forced downwards; the place of the upp 

„С horizontal line being taken by a v ‘There is very 
Tittle difference between this form and the modern 
_ Bengali form of this letter. 


й 


оше 
























change, except 


й lowest 






















ORIGIN OF THE BENGALI SCRIPT. 


9. Ña is to be found in ligatures only, ef. sarvvaajña 
(L, 1) where the reproduction is not very distinct. 

10. Another important m cation is to be found in 
fa, where instead of the semi-circle, we find the letter 
consists of a top-stroke, a vertical straight line attached 
to the right extremity, which forms the right limb, and а 
curve, attached to the left end of the top-stroke, by means 
of another curve. 

11. Tha bas changed from a circle into a semi-circle 
with a straight line attached to its both ends and slightly 
produced downwards, beyond it ; ef. kanthe (L. 23). This 
form ix not to be found in the 9th and 10th century 
inscriptions. 

12. In na, we find that in all cases the older form is 
still prevalent. In no case we find the suppression of the 
base line, ая we do in some cases of the Bodh-Gaya 
inscription. 

13. In fa, we find the curve on the right hand 
having a distinct tendency to become а straight line. 














"aa. In (Аа, we find a more archaic form, as neither the 
topsstroke nor the broadening of the upper part of the 
letter ів perceptible к: 

15. In the case of йа, we find further changes. The 
eurve in the middle of the letter bas been changed into 
ssharp acute angle and the slight curve at the bottom 
lengthened downwards. 

16. Indfa, we find no change, except the sharpening 
of the acute angle and the consequent shortening of the 
breadth. 5 

17. Another archaic form is that of wa, which in all 
cases, shows the early Gupta looped form instead of the 
modern one. 

18. Inpa, we find the acute angle has almost 
disappeared and tbe letter consists of  top-atroke, n 





mem 


k vertical straight line, attached to its right enda curve 
attached to the left end of the top-stroke апд the lower 
part of the vertical. 

19. Pha is denoted by the absence of the top stroke. 
It resembles a pa without the top stroke and a small curve 
attached to the upper part ef the right vertical line, 
ef. phani (L. 15). d 

20. In ла, there is no change beyond the 
of the lower angle. 

21. In та also there is no change save the decrease in 
the size of the acute angle. 

#3. In ya the vertical straight line is slightly 
projected downwards beyond the point of the junction 
with the curve, 

23. In ra the arrow-head cı the wedge becomes 
distinct. 

94. Another remarkable change is to Le found in ёо. 
"The base line of this letter, which became slanting in th 
inscriptions of the later Guptas of Magadha, has been 
entirely suppressed in the majority of cases. In this 
record the hook or curve in the left limb of this I 
attached to the middle of the right vertical stra 
by another сбтуе and the letter becomes what it is in 
modern Nagar or Bengali. It should be noticed in this 
connection that the older form is preserved in the sca 
where the base line is distinct. 

25. In ra, we find a similar dewnward р 
of the right vertical straight line. 
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rpening 

















t*line 








26. In sa, we find the looped form in all cases. The 
с forms, used in the Bodh-Gay ir 
evidence. 

27. In ёа, we find the older form, in which the cross- 
bar touched the right vertical straight d of the 


later form to be found in the Bodh-Gays inscription 





on, are not in 
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28. Sa retains the form which we find in tbe Deo- 
Baranark inscription of Jivita-Gupta IT without any 


99. The form of the letter is entirely changed in Ла, 
where we find the upper angle changed into a curve 
and the lower angle replaced by a short vertical straight 
line. So, the letter now consists of а wedge at the top, а 
curve below and two short vertical straight lines. 

From this point we have to recognise four different 
varieties in Northern alphabets :— 

(1) the Eastern, the development of which, we have 
to follow, in order to trace the origin of the Ben; soript 

(ii) the Central, which gradually developed into the 
modern Nagari and the alphabet of the Southern Punjab 
and Rajputand ; 
the Sarada, which according to Bühler, “appears 
since about A.D. 900 in Kashmir and in the North- 
Eastern Punjab (Kangra апі Chamba) 

(iv) the North-Western. The alphabet has not as 
yet, obtained proper recognition. It is to be fourd on the 
coins of the Hindu kings of Kabul or Obhind* and in 
certain 9th or 10th century inscriptions discovered by 
Sir Harold Deane, whieh have not been properly dealt 
with as yet’. It may be termed the ‘Trans-Indus 
alphabet of the 9th or 10th centuries A.D., whieh died 
away after the Muhammedan occupation of the ceuntry. 
It may be noticed, however, that it survived till the earlier 
part of the Ilth centary A.D., when we find it on the 
little known silver coins, with Sanskrit legends, issued by 
the famous conqueror, Sultan Mahmud of Ghazpi.* 


























* наме» Indian Palasogeaphy, Eag. Ed, p. 57. 

+ V. A Smith, Ом. of Coins in the Indian Museum, Vol. 1, p. 246. 

* J. A. В. В, 1898, pt. T, p. 6, pl. УП 55. 

* E. 1. Poole, of Orient. Coins im the Brit, Meseum, Vol. 11 
pp- 140-151, pl VI, 
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| From this point onward, we shall have to confine our- 
selves to the development of the Eastern alphabet only, and 
| to compare it with that of the central. ‘This, again, will 
һе called Western, from the point of view of our observa- 
tion, for the sake of better distinction. In the earlier part 
` of the 9th century A-D., the Gurjjara-Prattbaras founded an 
extensive empire in Northern India, which extended from 
. Bihar in tbe East to the Punjab in the West and from the 
Himalayas in the Nort! to Malwa and Gujrat in the South. 
In Bengal, Devapala succeeded Dharmapala and kept the 
Pala Empire in tact. But his successors, Vigrahapala I and 
N&rayanapala, were not so fortunate and we find that the 
Gurjjara-Pratihàra — emperors wrested Northern and 
Southern Bihar from them. We know from three 
different inscriptions that Magadha or Southern Bihar 
was included in the ns of the Emperor 
Mabendrapala : 
1. The Dighwa-Dubhauli grant of Mahendrapüla, 
У.Е. 955—898 A.D." 
2. The R&m-GayR inscription of Mahendrapüla, the 
year 8.* - 
З. The Guperiñ image-inseription of Mahendrapāla, 
the year 0.9. : 
"he following inscriptions of the 9th century A.D. 
may be safely referred to the Eastern variety of the 
Northern class : 
1. The Munger grant of Devapala, the year 
>. The Ghosriws inscription of the time of 
Devapala.* 
* Ind. Ant. X 
* Cunningham's A. S. R., Vol. 111, p. 123, No 13. pl. XXXVII 
No. 6. 
* Ibid, р. 124, No. 14. 


* Asintick Hescarches, Vol. I, р. 123 ; Ind. Ant., Vol. ХХІ, p. 254. 
* Ind. Ant, Vol. XVII, p. 309. 



























GIN Ор THE BENGAL SCRIPT. 


"The Badal pillar inscription of the time of 

a е 

. 4. The Visnupad temple inseription of М№агӣуаца- 
pila—the year 7.* 

5. The Bhagalpur grant of  Nürüyapapala—the 


6. The Dighwa-Dubhauli grant of Mahendrapüla— 
У. Е. 955.4 

7. The Hamgay& inscription of Mahendrapüla— 
‘the year 8.° ~ 

Out of these seven inscriptions the Munger grant of 
Devapila is of no use for Palwographical purposes, as 
its original cannot be traced, and it was published by 
thelate Dr. Kielhorn from the eye copy reproduced in 
the first volume of the А ik Researches. The 
Ghosrüwa inseription is the only record whose characters 
may be taken to represent the North Eastern alphabet 
of the earlier part of the 9th century AD. Dr. Bühler 
was certainly wrong in placing the alphabets of the 
Dighwa-Dubhauli grant of Mahendrapála and the Asiatic 
Society’s grant of  Vinüyakapüla* before that of the 
Ghosrawa Inscription.’ The approximate date of the 
Ghosraw& inscription is also wrongly given. It should 
be 500-900 A.D. instead of 850-050 A.D. Subsequent 
examination will prove that the Dighwa-Dubbauli grant 
is later in date than that of the Bhagalpur grant of 
Nuriyanapála. 
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"The following characteristics of the alphabet used in 
the Ghosriwa inseription may be noted :— 

1. In 4 the tóp stroke has not yet fully developed. 
"There are two distinet wedges on the top of each of the 
limbs. In addition to these there is a long narrow wedge 
at the lower extremity of the right limb. 

2. In the ease of A also the top stroke has not yet 
fully developed. 

3. The initial short / consists of two circles or dote 
at the top, and a seroll like curve below. 

4. Е has become a right angled triangle in form. 

+ B. Кла still shows a wedge at the bottom of the 
left limb. 

6. Ca shows an increase in the breadth. 





7. Ja shows an archaic form in which the central 
horizontal bar is slightly slanting downwards and lower 
horizontal bar shows a small eurve at the end 

8. In Ta the right limb is not shown and is arc 
in form consisting of a semi-circle with a wedge аб" е 
upper end. 

9. In Да the base line has entirely disappeared. у 

10. Tha shows a broadening of the u 
consists of а loop and a curve with an acute angle at 





ic 


per part and 








the bottom formed by a side of the curve and the right 
vertical straight line. 
11. Da shows a slanting downward st at its 





lower extremity. 

12. “Dha also shows this stroke. 

13. Na shows the transitional form between the 
looped one of the early Gupta period and the Nagart or 
Bengali one. The loop has separated from the n 
body of the letter, 








а 
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14. Pa is very archaic in form. ‘There is no eurva- 
ture about it and the lower part shows two right angles 
instead of an obtuse and an acute angle. 

15. In Вла we see the slanting downward stroke. 

16. In Ma the loop is still absent. 

17. In Ya the acute angle has been entirely sup- 
pressed and with the exception of the breadth of the 
lower part of the letter we have the complete Мара or 
Bengali form. 

18. The base line of La has boen entirely suppressed. 
The hook or curve on the left is joined to the right limb 
by a short straight li 





19. In Fa the acute angle bas given place to the 
clongation of the right vertical straight 1 
20. In Sa we find в wedge at the botoom of the left 
limb and the cross bar has become slanting while the right 
limb is projected upwards. 
„21. In § the base line has again become horizontal, 
and the cross bar has slanted downwards, 
22. In Ha also we find a slightly archaic form as the 


acute angle has not as yet developed into а%есопд down- 
ward stroke. 








The archaisms found in the alphabet used in the 
GhosrRwm inscription may be explained in this manner. 
The GhosrRwà inscription represents the true epigraphic 
alphabet, in which certain letters are more archaic in form 
than those in the Kbalimpur grant of Dharmapala. The 
alphabet used in the Khzlimpur grant represents the 
eurrent-hand-seript of the later part of the 8th century 
A.D. and as such shows much later forms than the 
GhosraüwR inscription, which being incised on stone is an 
Epigraph proper of the 9th century. 
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We pass on to the reign of Narayanapala, where we 
ve two stone inscriptions and a copper plate. ‘The Badal 
pillar inscription was found in North Bengal and the 
_ Visņupād temple inscription, at бауй in South Bihar. The 
i -copper plate was also found at Bhagalpur in the latter 

province. In the case of Epigraphs proper we find that 
the alphabet of the Badal pillar, which is in the East 
more archaic than that of the Gaya inscription of th 
West. The following points are worth noting in the case 

of the alphabet used in the Badal pillar inseription:— 

I. Fowels :— 

1. The top stroke is prominent in the case of 4 and 
the letter consists of a vertical straight line drawn down- 
wards from right end of the top stroke. A short straight 
line stands at right angle to the first one, at its centre, and 
supports a comma-shaped-curve at Из extremity, There 
is а long thin wedge at the bottom of the vertical line. 






9. A is similar in shape, the length of the sound being 
denoted by a second vertical straight line placed on the 
right of the first and drawn parallel to it. 

3. The initial Z is denoted by a wed 
two circles Br dots below it. 

4. The initial Û has not changed Из form. 

B. We find two forms of E:— 

(a) The first one is the triangular form—in which one 
of the upper angles has gradually become a right angle. 
The lower part of the letter shows the slightly curved 
downward stroke. 

(6) In the second form we find that it has ceased to be 
а triangle. The hypotenuse has snapped le 
the top of the vertical side and a part of it at the lower 
end. Тһе resemblance to the modern Bengali form is now 
complete. Gf. the form in eva (№. 13) 








е at the top, and 








ng rve at 
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TL. Consonants :— 


1. In many cases there is no trace of an acute angle 
at the lower part of Ха. The letter consists of a top-stroke, 
a vertical straight line with curving end drawn at right 
angles to tho former, anda curve attached to the left side 
of the vertical, the upper part of which projects ont on the 
and is tben turned straight downwards. 

2. ‘The base of Ада still consists of a triangle but the 
base line is not horizontal. The upper part of the letter 
which consisted formerly of a curve with a wedge or short 
straight line at its end now consists of a curve with another 
much smaller one as its extremity. 

З. In ба the curve has а second one attached to its 
lower extremity and there isa slight tendency of projecting 
the vertical straight line upwards, beyond the point of its 
junction with the curvo. 

4. "There is a distinct tendency towards shortage in the 
breadth of the upper part of Ga, The other changes are 
the introduction of the top-stroke, the raising of the left 
curve above the level of tbe right one, the disappearance of 
the geute angle and the presence of the slightly curved 
downward stroke at the bottom. 

5. Са has not changed. 

6. In Ja we find a much later form. ‘The vertical 
straight line has now become a curve while the central 
bar or horizontal line has become transformed into a 
long slanting downward stroke. The top-bar has long ago 
been converted into a wedge. 

7. Na is found in ligatures. In one case we find that 
it resembles the modern Bengali form. СУ: aca in Kinert 
(L. 23). 

8. We find two forms of Та :— 

(a) The form met with for the first time in Khalimpur 


grant in which there is a top-stroke, a right limb 
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consisting of a vertical straight line attached to the right 
end of the top-stroke, and a left limb consisting of a 
semi-circle which is attached to the left end of the top- 
stroke by means of another slanting straight line. G/- 
Mukutansita (UL. 7). 

(6) "The second form consists of a top-stroke and a 
semi-circle attached to the left end of it by a slanting 
straight line. The only difference between this form and 
the firet one is the absence of the right limb. f. FiKata 
(L. 8). 

9. Tha consists of a plain circle up to this time. 

10. a i» to be found in Udupa (L. 7) where the 
angular form is found to have given its place to the archaic 
cursive опе. 

11. In Уа we find that the base line is still intact 
but the left hook or curve has been transformed in 
vertical straight line slightly curving towards the lower 
end. 

12, Та has not changed but we find two different 
final forms :— 














(a) Vidhivat (L. 10-11). 
: (0) Kiheit (L. 34). d 
13. Thee is а perceptible narrowing of the upper 
part of Dha. 


14. In Na we find tbe modern Be 
Anal form has also been used in the 
Sri-màn (L. 12). 

15. In Ра we find a shortening in the breadth of the 
letter which makes its resemblance to the modern Nagart 
form complete. 

16. In Pa the left limb consists of a curve which 
joins the right one at the lower extremity. The right 
limb consists of a vertical straight line and a hook or 
curve to the right attached to its upper end. 


gali form. The 








ription. (у. 
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Bha has not changed much, 

For the first time we find that in Ma the base line 
is almost horizontal and there is a loop at the left end 
of the base line. The acute angle bas been entirely 
suppressed. 

19. In Ya we also find a shortage in the breadth of 
the letter, which makes its resemblance to the modern 
Nigar! form, almost complete. 

20. In La we have the arebaic form with the slightly 
curved base line. 

Rl. In Fa which does duty both for Ha and Ра we 
find that the acute angle has entirely disappeared and the 
letter now consists of a top stroke, 
at right angles to the above, and а sei 
the left side of. the vertical. 

22. We find four different forms of the palatal 
sibilant :— 

(a) The looped form in which the lower part of the 
left limb ends in а wedge. Су. Sakra (L. 1). 

(0) The looped form in which we find a small triangle 
at the lower extremity of the looped form. бу. бағаға 

L. 8). 

‹ (e) The transitional form between the Jooped form 
and the Bengali one in which the letter consists of a 
vertical straight line on the right, to which is attached 
а curve by means of а very small horizontal straight line. 
From the left end of this curve, another curve which 
ends in а wedge, hangs downwards. G/. Siva (L. 10). 

(4) The modern Bengali form in which there is no top 
stroke. The letter consists of a vertical straight line on 
the right with a curved top and a curved line on the left 
the upper end of which meets the curved end of the 
rightlimb and has a wedge at it» base. Gf. Sandilya 
(L. 1). 








tical straight line 
irele attached to 
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23. In the lingual Sa the breadth of the lower part 
has decreased considerably. 

24. Sa has not changed at all. 

25. Ha in all cases shows the later form of the 11th 
and 12th century Nagart or Bengali, in which the down- 
ward stroke which had taken the place of the lower acute 
angle becomes transformed into а curve. 

In the Gaya inseription we find that— 

1. Initial / has two different forms :— 

(а) Two circles at the top and a scroll at the bottom. 
€f. Iti in L. 4. 

(0) А short horizontal straight line at the top and two 
small circles at the bottom. 

2. Kha has acquired the modern Bengali form, in 
which the letter consists of a vertical straight line on the 
right aud the triangle which bas now ceased to be so, as 
the apex has opened out, and the curve at the top. This 
curve at the top, and the transformed sides of the triangle 
form a new limb of the letter. The lower part of the 
curve at the top has again curved slightly inwards making 
the resemblance complete. 

3. Ола still retains the acute ang 
Of. Narasinghu (L. 2). 

4. In Za we find that the vertical straight line on 
the right has entirely disappeared. (f. the three instances 
in D. 2. 

+ 5. Ta continues to preserve its ancient. form. 

6. We find two forms of Pa :— 

(а) The more ancient form in which the angle: 
persist as in Pravala (L. 2). 

(0) The comparatively mode: 
more abundant. 

7. Pha ix to be found in ligatures .— 

Sphurad-ama£a (L. 1-2) and Sphuratu (L. 14) 


at the bottóm. 








sive form which is 
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8. In the case of La we find important changer. The 
base line bas disappeared and the letter consists of a 
top-stroke, m vertical straight line at right angles to it 
and two small curves joined together which touch the 
left side of the vertical line, 


9. We find two forms of the palatal sibilant So 
here also :— 

(a) The transitional form between the looped one and 
the more modern form. ‘This particular transitional form 
is earlier than that to be found in the Badal pillar in- 
scription, ax here the loop is still present but nestles against 
the left side of the right vertical straight line. — Cf. Setu 
(L. 12). д 

(0) The other form is more widely used and is same 
as variety (4) of the Badal pillar insoription. 

We now turn to the alphabet of the Bhégalpur grant 
which is the latest record of Narayagapála discovered up 
to date! as it was issued in the 17th year of his reign. We 
find that the alphabet of thi» inscription we have the 
Proto-Bengali forms almost complete :— 








1. Vowels :— 


1. 4 is the complete Bengali one in which even the 
short е joining the comma-shaped scroll to the right 
vertical line i» slanting downwards instead of being hori- 
zontal ав in the Badal pillar inscription. бу: Asir (L. 20), 

Abhitva(raymana (L. 35), Anyaha=ta (L, 38). The 
wedge has ‘almost disappeared from the lower part of the 
letter. 











1 The latest inscription of this prince is a votive record incised on 
Aue back of а «mall metal image found nt Binar. It records the dedi- 
‘cation of the image at Uddandapar im the 54th year of the reign of tht 
sovereign. This image i» proserved im the Lusoum of the Bafgiys 
Sahitya Parishad of Calcutta. 
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3. Д also has a similar form—the length being 
denoted by a second vertical straight line placed to the 
right of the letter as in the Badal pillar inseription. The 
4 and A of the alphabet used in this inscription is almost. 
the same as those used in the modern Beng: lphabet, 
the only differentia being the short vertical straight stroke 
in both letters joining the comma-shaped curve with the 
top stroke. 

S. In the case of i 












tial / we find almost the same 
form as in the Badal pillar, #.е., the wedge at the top and 
two circles or dots below it. The wedge however is modi- 
fied in form, having lost the upper side of the triangle. 
Gf. Iti. (L. 47 and 50). 


4. In the initial © we find a change aftera long time. 
The letter now possesses в top stroke and the vertical 
straight line which had remained analtere’ the early 
Mauryya period now curves sharply to the left. СУ; Udicin- 
Gneka (L. 26). 

11. Consonants :— 

1. The triangle of Ka has become broader. 

3. Kha shows the cursive Bengali form found for the 
first time in the Gaya inscription 

3. GAa has lost its acute angle, 
breadth at the upper part and the left curve at the base 
placed оп a higher level than the right one. We have a 
very close approach to the modern Be 
instance- 

4. Ca also shows a distinct narrowing at the upper 
part. 

5. Ih Ja we find that in some 
zontal bar of the earlier fo 

















become shortened in 












mali form in this 






almost 





trans- 





formed 


In other cases this line becomes merely a curve. 
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6. In То we find that there is a short downward stroke 
from th» right end of the top stroke which may be a relic 
of the longer stroke of the form used in the Khalimpur 
grant. 

7. In Na we find the proto-Bengali form consisting 
of two short curves joined on to the left side of а vertical 
straight line. . 

B. Та has changed its form after a long time. The 
letter now consists of a top stroke and a vertical straight 
ie at right angles to it and a curve attached to the left 
side of the latter. The form resembles the Nügari one to 
some extent. 














9. In Tha the upper curve has become open showing 
the evolution of the Bengali form. 

10. In Aa also the upper part of the letter bas in 
many cases opened. 

11. ‘The Na has in the majority of cases, the archaic 
looped form but the loop seems to be drooping or bent 
downwards. 

12. In Pa the upper part of the letter has narrowed, 

13. Pha also shows the decrease in the brendth of 
the upper part of the letter. 

14. Ma in all cases h 

15. In La we find the final suppression of the base line. 

16. The Palatal Si is in all cases of the looped form. 

17. We find two forms of the lingual $ 

(a) The first ix the older form in which the breadth 
of the letter is the same in the upper as well as in the 
lower parts. Of. Samayat-a&esa. 

(5) The second is that in which the breadth of the 
upper part is considerably less than that of the lower. 
Qf. 8атираўа!-ййева (L. 30). 

The Bhagalpur grant, being written in the current hand 
soript, shows forms much later than the Epigraphs proper 








the looped form. o 
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the Badalpillarand Visnuptd temple inscriptions of the 

time of Nariyanapala. ‘The examination of the characters 
‘of the Dighwi-Dubbauli grant of the Pratihira Emperor 
Mahendrapala have been included in this paper though it 
was issued from Mahodaya or Kanauj, because in the first 
place, the land granted was situated in the wonda/a and 
bhakti of Sravasti, in the second place because it was found 
in the village Dighwa-Dubbauli in the Sub-Division of 
Gopnlganj, in the district of Saran of the Tirhut Sub-divi- 
sion of Bihar, and in the third place because 
Eastern variety forms in the alphabet used 

1. The narrow Ca. 

2, The cursive Ja. 

- 3. The later Та of the Bhágalpur grant. 

4, The Proto-Bengali Tha. 

5. The looped Ma. 

6. The transitional Sa in which the loop nestles close 
to the vertical straight line. 

7. "Тһе late Sa in which the cross bar slants downwards 

The exceptional forms are those of — 

(1) 4, (2) Кла, (3) Gha, (4) Ta, (5) Na, (6) № 

We have to admit then tbat the Dighwa-Dubbauli 
grant shows éhe use of an alphabet which is a mixture of 
the Eastern and Western, я fact not to be wondered at the 
land was situated on a border. In the Ram-Gaya inscrip- 
tion of Mahendrapala (regnal year 8—C.898 A.D)! we 
have a similar mixture: 

1. Sa is of the transitional form and shows а triangle 
instead of a wedge at the lower extremity of the left limb. 

2. Ja shows the downward slant 
and extreme cursiveness of the lower one. 

3. Pa still retains an acute angle. 





re are many 











of t 





entral bar 





* Memoire of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 





4. Мо is looped in form but the lower horizontal har 
is perfectly so. ‘There is no slanting. 
Б. La shows the horizontal straight line which joins 
“the curve or hook to the right vertical straight line. 
6. Na is of the looped form. 
7. Ha still shows an acute angle but at the same time 
exhibits a downward ourve projecting from the lower angle. 
Few inscriptions have been discovered in Northern 
India which сап safely be referred to the 10th century 
A. D. The reason for the absence of records is not far to 
week. ‘The period was а very troubled one and saw the fall 
of mighty empires. The vast fabric of the Gurjjara-Pratiha~ 
ra Empire, imperfectly welded together, was rapidly falling 
to pieces. Family discord, fanned into flame by neighbour- 
ing monarchs, rushed the decay of the Gurjjaras of Kanauj. 
In the far East the ancient Empire of the Palas was fast 
crumbling away. The Palas were between two fires, The 
Gurjjara-Pratih&ras ia the West, and Mongoloid tribes from 
the North, were doing their best to annihilate them. We 
have seen that in the latter part of the 9th century Magadha 
(South Bihar) and 7ira&Ag&ti (North Bibar) had been wrest- 
ed from the Palas. South Bihar actually formed a part of 
the Gurjjara Empire. In the North there was a comm 
tion among the Mongoloid tribes of the Sub-Himala; 
regions, Perhaps it was the result of a movement among 
the Nomads of the "'rans- Himalayan deserts, the last wave 
of which reached the Northern barrier of India. The 
force that was transmitted through the rocky barrier 
served to dismantle the tall fabric constructed by Dharm 
mapala, The Mongoloid tribes, dislodged from the 
submontane pastures descended into the plains and con- 
quered North Bengal. In 966 A.D. we find a king 
of Gauda, who professed the Brahmanical faith, but 
acknowledged descent froma Non-Aryan clan (Kam/oja). 
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"There аге only three short votive inscriptions and опе 
copper plate grant which can safely be referred to the 10th 
century A.D. :— 

1. "Тһе Dinajpur pillar inscription $. 888+78=966 
A.D. 

2. The Nalanda image inscription of Gopala II—the 

1.* 

3. The Bodh-Gay3 image inscription of Gopala 11.2 

4. The Bangarh (Dinajpur) grant of Mabrpila I.* 

"The last one is included in this list because :— 

1. We know from the Imadpur image inscriptions 
that Мантра I reigned at least 48 years.^ 

2, We know from the Tirumalai inscription that the 
Northern conquest of Rajendra Cola I was completed be! 
his 12th regnal year ñe. 1023-4 А.р." 

З. The Sarnath inscription of Mahipala I is most 
probably posthumous one. So is the date V. E. 1053— 
1026 A.D. The brothers Sthirapala and Vasantapala 
probably finished the work started by Mahipala re 

4. There is barely room for two syllables between the 
words “Samrat” and /gwaa. The second of these must be 
road PAR, the first syllable in the name of the month 
Phalguna mfl so there can have been only one numeral 
to express the year. 

Consequently we find that the Bangarh (Dioajpur) 
grant of Mahipala must be assigned to the latter half of the 
10th century A.D- 


In the Dinajpur pillar inscription we find that 





re 








1. Mhe upper curve of Ge has given place to a st 
line from the left end of which hangs a curved line e 






di 











Yol VLI, p. 819. 


в. ху 
105, No I1, pl. үп 
* 3. 





AS. B. 1802, Pt. 1, p. 82. 
. 1851, р. 95. * "Ep. Ind, Vol. VII, p. 119-20. 
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in a wedge and from the right end of which hangs a 
straight line at right angle to it. СИ; Giyate (L. 2). 

Э. In Gha the curves at the lower part have disappeared 
entirely and the letter consists of а top stroke, a vertical 
straight line hanging down from the right end of the former, 
and a loop in the angle formed by these lines, which is joined 
to the left end of the top stroke and the lower end of the 
vertical line by two slight curves. СУ. GAata (L. 8). 

3. Iu Cu the acute angle is still present but the upper 
curve has become a horizontal straight line, The letter 
has also gained in breadth. C/. Ca (L. 1). 

4. In Ja we have almost tbe modern Bengali form. 
The letter consists of a wedge-shaped top stroke, a right 
limb, the upper part of which is horizontal and the lower 
part vertical and а left limb, which ix a» shaped curve. 
Of. Kamvojanvayajena (L. 2). 

5. Na is perceptible in the ligature йа and there ix 
no difference in it from the modern Bengali form, 








6. In Ta the only remarkable feature ік the remnant 
of the right vertical straight line of the form of the 
Khálimpur grant of Dharmmapala. £f. Ghata (L. 8). 

3. Da is cursive in form and consists of a Sedge at the 
top and а S shaped curve below which is slightly different 
from the modern Bengali form. 





S. Na is exclusively Proto-Bengali io form. It 
consists of a top stroke, a right vertical straight line and two 
semi-circular curves attached to one another, the right end 
of the right one of which touches the upper part of the left 
side of the vertical. Cf. Margganaguna (L. 2). 

9. Т» shows the later form со! ng of a top stroke, а 
vertical straight line and a long slight curve attached to the 
upper part of the left side of the vertical. Cf. Giyute (L. 2). 
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Tha has not changed. ‘The upper loop has not 

open as yet. Cf. Faruthini and Pramathane (L. 1). 
p In Dha we find an acute angle and an are of a 
oircle bounded by a straight line which is produced 
upwards beyond the point of its junction with the upper 

ond of the curve. С/. Vidyadharath (L. 1). - 

12. Ма bas the later form consisting of a top stroke, 

a right vertical line and а loop in the angle joined to the 

` left sido of the latter by a short horizontal line, СУ 


_ Gandapatinü (L. 2—5). 

>! 13. Ра һай the modera Nügari form. C/. Prásádo 
(1.3). 

> 14. Fashows no difference except the presence of 
the acute angle. 


15. In Ада we find a change after a long tin The 
letter consists of a top stroke, а right vertical straight 
limb, and a long narrow wedge which i» joined to the 
left wide of the vertical line. This wedge seem» to 
have been formed by the closing in of the sides «u 
porting the obtuse and acute angles in the ul der f 
Gf. Bhabhaganah (L. 3). ¢ 

16. Aff shows the looped form in which the lower 
horizontal line ia at right angles to the vertical. (У 
Niramayi (L. 3). 

17. Ya shows the diminution in the breadth of the 
lower part of the letter. Gf. Халум (L. 2). 

18. Ra shows в widening of the wedge. СУ 
Durevàr-àri (L. 1). 

19. a shows a slightly archaic form in which the 
line joining the curve to the right vertical is «till horizontal 
and not slanting downwards. 

20. There is no difference between Да and Fa 


















с В helpless prey of tha Muhammadan 

м “and the proud Capdella Rajput. Jn Bengal 

tury the : of a new Empire under Mahtpala 
‘he inva of the Southern Conqueror ‘Rajendra Cola I, 

for supremacy ‚ with the Cedi kings Gaigeya and 

yya, the final break up under Vigrahapala and Rēms- 

pila’ attempt to recover the lost supremacy. 

leventh century A.D. we, shall consider the 

of four different inscriptions :— 

1. The a image inscription of Mahipala I, 

E. 1083—10?6 A. D.' 

2. The Meus pert temple inscription of Naya- 


pála—the year 15.* 
3, The pore image inscription of. Rampila—the 
year ї 





4. The асах inseription of Vijaysena.* 
^ Besides these there are а number of records which need 
mot be taken into consideration at present. Of Mabtpila 
1 we have the Imadpur image inscription of the 43th year 
and the Bodh-Gay image inseription of the HOth year.* 
We have another inscription of 15th year of Naya- 
pila in the temple of Narasimha in the compound of the 
Visnupad at Gays." We have two certain inscriptions 
of the reign of Vigrabapala 111 -— 

T Aumual Hep. Arch. Survey, 1909-4. p. 222, pl. LXIV. No. 4 

+ Cugningham’s A ASE. Vol. ш.м XXXVIE IASB. 1900. pt 1 
р. 198; Memoirs, ASB. У.Р 77, p. XXV. 

LI IASB, (98) Vol. D p. 109 pi. УП. 
Ind. Vol. IL р. 307. & plate. 
н ABR. Vol. ШІ. р. 122 No. 9. 


xxvi 1900. pt. I р. 190. note 1. Mem. A.B, Vol. У, p 78, pi 
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(1) The Akşayavata inscri ption of the 5th year! 
and (2) the Amgachhi copper plate grant So also of 
the reign of Ramapala we have the Chandimau image 
inscription of the 42nd year? But these inscriptions are 
useless to us ав trustworthy facsimiles have not been 
published or are not easily obtainable. The impression of 
the Krishya-Dwarika temple inscription of Nayapala was 
obtained after a good deal of trouble through the kind 
services of Pandit Parameswar Dayal of Gays. 

In the Sarn&th inscription of Mabtpala I we find that 
a mixed alphabet has been used. There is not the slight- 

est) chance of the entire alphabet being called Nagarî, as 
a comparison with the Benares grant of Karnnadeva, the 
Сейт ruler, would prove at once that the western variety 
of the North-eastern alphabet was something altogether 
differe nt. 

The following are the pecu ies of the alphabet used 
in the Sarnath inscription of Матра! I :— 

(1) A in aradhya and î in řáāna (L. 1) have the western. 
variety form. In A the comma shaped curve in the lower 
part of the left limb of the letter has lost its knob or head 
and Ваз acquired the form of a semi-circle. > 

(2) In î we find that the letter consists of a horizontal 
straight line above the two dots below and under them a 
slight curve indicates the length of the vowel Cf. [ana 
(L. 1). 

(3) We find Eastern variety forms in Sa, Ha, La, Уа 

(3) E тет (D. 2) has the modern Bengali form in 
whieh the loop has opened. So also is Ja 


* Cunningham's ASR- Vol. II. p. 
p81, pL XXVII. 

* Ind Ant. Vol. XXL p. 97. 

* Cunningham's ASR Vol. XI.p.169. Aun. Sep Arch. Survey 
India, 1911-12, p.161, pl LXXI, бе в. 








з. Mem. A.B. Vol. V. 


е usod in the Kriehna-Dwarika | йын 

^ Com rre iaa Nayapála, is the same as 
| that that of the Narasimha temple inscription of the time of 
the same king and the Aksayavata inscription of the fifth 
Sue of ! Vigrahapala. III." With some modifications, it is 

used in dia Satighāt (542 temple) inscription at Gaya 

* of the time of Yaksapala.® Höre we find tha 

(1) 4 bas the Bengali form, but the short vertical 
straight line, joining the comma-shaped curve of the left 
limb, with the top stroke, is still present; Cf. ajata and 

ananya (L. 5). 

Susy In A the longth is denoted by a second vertical 
straight line ; Cf. a£w/arh (L. 15). 

(3) There i» no change in i, Cf. dea (Le 1). 
(4) In Û theinward curvature of the vertical line has 
disappeared giving place to в vertical line slanting, towards 
the left, at the end of which is a curve which turns back 
and nearly reaches the level of the top-stroke. 

(5) The Nagart form of / is prevalent in which tbe 
triangle has not opened ont as у Cf. e/e (L. 8). 

(6) The acute angle is clear at the lower end of Ka. 

(1) We find a top stroke in Kho. Throughout this 
record the Марат form of 44a is still prevalente 

(8) The upper part of Ga now shows a top stroke, 

(9) The looped form of Gha ix used in all cases; Cf. 
Slagha (L. 18). 

(10) We find the same form of Ca as that used in the 
Dinnjpur pillar inseription of the бака year 888. 

(11) In Cha there i» no other change save the down- 
ward projection of the vertical line ОҒ. ссйаоѓ-осйауа (L. 7). 
















T Pacaimflos of theer inscriptions have since been published ín my 
memoirs on the sise of Bengal, Mem. АВВ. Vol. V. pp. 78-82, ple, 
XXV-XXVII. 


Ind. Ant. Vol. XVI. p. 64. Mem. A.B. Vol. V. р. 96, pl. XXIX. 
b Й 
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` (12) In Ja we find that the curve to the right, the 
of which make the development of the 
modern Bengali form, complete, still continues. 

(18) Ña has the fully developed Bengali form and is to 
‘be found in ligatures only, Cf. Kiñ-ca (L. 3). 

(14) Та still consists of a top stroke, a right limb 
which is a short stump of a vertical straight line hanging 
from the right end of the top stroke, and a left limb, 
which is & semi-circular curve, the upper end of which is 
attached to the left end of the top stroke by a short 
slanting straight line ; Cf. Pagala (L. 3). 

(15) In Tha we find the top stroke 
(L. 3). 

(10) In Dia we find that the letter consiste of а top 
stroke and а soroll below ; рган@Аа (L. 9). 

(17) Na has the proto-Bengali form, the only special 
feature being the top stroke Cf. Bāsaņah (L. 5). 

(18) In Ze we find a broadening of the stroke in the 
extremity of the eurve, which has once been noticed in the 
Dinnjpur pillar inxeription. 

(19) The’ upper loop or curve of Tha has not opened 
out as yet. ^ 

(20) "The angle at the back of Da has become sharper 

(21) The upward projection of the vertical straight 
line continues without change, in Dha. 

(22) Na shows the Bengali form in which the line 
joining the loop and the right vertical stmight line is not 
horizontal but is slanting downwards. 

(23) Pa has the Nagart form, the only exception 
being the presence of the acute angle. 

(24) Рла has the Bengali form. 

(25) Bha shows the formation of the wedge due to the 
closing in of the sides. The lower extremity of the letter 
now curves inward and not outwards. 








Patha-kramad 














_ (81) “Ba shows ^ distinct. top stroke over the two 
 eurvesin the upper part of the letter. 

(32) За shows an angle in the left limb. 

(38) In Sa we find that the open wedge has become 
* solid, 

(34) Ha only is archaic in form. It docs not show 
the curved line below the lower angle. ` . 

The Tetr&whn image inscription of the 2nd year of 
Ramapala is not ina good state of preservation. We find 
this inseription we have more instances of western 
is than of eastern ones of the North-eastern alphabet:— 

d. The initial Г consiste of a horizontal straight line 
and below it two cirelés or dots. 

2. Ма has the Мары form, a» in the Krishpa- 
Dwanika temple inscription. 
3. The seute angle ін absent in Fa. 
4. Bha «hows the older form in all cases. 
5. SA i» more advanced iu. form, e.g. in gatAitash. 
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We come to the Deopara inscription of Vijayasena,' 
where we find the modern Bengali alphabet, with certain 
exceptions in which the development of the form is still 
incomplete :— 

1. 7Z where we find that the two circles have become 
joined together and ellipsoid in form.* 

2. U where the inward curvature of the vertical is 
still to be seen.” 

3. Ka does not show the acute angle.* 

4. Ga shows aright angle at the top formed by the 
top stroke and the right vertical straight line." 

5. Na shows the modern Bengali form in the 
ligature." 

6. Ca has the Nāgārī form, the hollow triangle at the 
lower extremity is still to the left.” 

7. Ja shows the transitional form. 

B. Та shows the transitional form in which the top 
stroke and the straight left limb on the right, have com- 
bined to form a curve." 

9. Da still shows the inward curvature of the vertical 
line as in U. 

10. Ма shows the absence of the top stroke that its 
development s not yet complete.” 

11. Da shows а curve at the back and is transitional 
in form.'^ 








зот. 
cography, pl. V. XVIII. 3. 


* Epi. Ind. Vol, 1, 








* Ibid, pl. V, ХУШ, 10 
® тыа, pl V, XVIII, 12 
* Ibid, pl. V, XVII, 14 
* тыа, pl. V, ХУШ, 15. 
* тыш, ph. V, XVIII, 20. 
. V, хут, 24 
LV, XVIII, 27 












Dûa shows the absence of the horn which charac- 
the modern Bengali form." 
Na shows that the short line joining the loop to 
al line is still horizontal, 
14. Pa shows the transitional form.* 
15. La has а peculiar form, resembling La which is 
still found in some cases in modern Bengali Manuscripts 
where / is denoted by a dot placed under wa. 

"The development is more or less complete in the case of 
the following letters :— 


1. 


A where the line joining the comma-shaped curve 
“to the top stroke has become slanting instead of being 
perfectly vertical. * 


2. absent but we can derive it by adding a verti- 
cal straight line to the right of 4. 





З. In modern Bengali Æ shows a further elongation of 
the base line towards the left, than that in the Deopara 
prabasti. 





4. The development of О is full and complete.” 

5. Kha shows the modern Bengali form as found in 
the Bhagalpur grant. The only change needed to perfect 
ity is the formation of an acute angle at the bottom." 

6. The development of Gha also is complete, save the 
` elimination of the curve to the right, above the loop and 


the junction of the upper part of the loop to the left end 
of the top-strolce.* 








тый, pl. V, XVIII, 28. 





тыз, pl. V, XVIII, 9. 
* тыа, pl. V, XVIII, 11 
* Ibid, pl. V, ХУШ, 1 
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7. Cha also is complete. The depression of the circle’ 
has given the letter modern form and the opening of the 
curve to the right at the lower end would complete the 
development. 

S. In Sha the upper part of the limb was eliminated 
later, forming the modern shape.” 

9. Na occurs in ligatures only® but it has the fully 
developed Bengali form. In fact the modern Bengali 
form, as has been already shown, developed much earlier. 

10. Dha has the same form as that to be found in the 
Krishna-Dwarika temple inscription. * 

11, Za shows the fully developed form. The hook 
with the extended head, having become shortened, has the 
form of a knob. ‘The only change in subsequent centuries 
was the upward elongation of the curve at the lower 
extremity of the letter." 

12. In Tha we find a transitional form* which had 
almost acquired completion. In subsequent centuries we 
find the elimination of the wedge at the lower extremity 
of the vertical line and the formation of an acute angle. 

13. Pha bas acquired the modern form about a century 

т 

14. In ga we find the almost completely developed 
form.* The only change in subsequent centuries is а 
curvature of the solid wedge and an upward elongation of 
the lower extremity. 

15. Ma shows the complete development.” 





* Bid, pl. V, XVII, 34. 
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16. In Fa the only change needed to complete the 
development is the formation of an acute angle at the 
bottom." 

17. In Pa the solid wedge at the lower extremity," 
becomes hollow, in fact а triangle, in later years. 

18. In Га we find a semi-circular curve, which is 
attached to the vertical line. In subsequent years this 
again becomes a triangle." 

19. ‘The left limb of & hax become shortened in length. 
"The only change needed is the formation of two loops at 
the end of the left limb and the suppression of one of the 
two curves in the upper part.* 

20. In Sa also we find the form? almost completed. 
The only change needed is the formation of an acute 
angle at the bottom. 

31. The final development of the form of Sa is to be 
found in the Deoplex prasasti 

22. We find the transitional form of Ma in this 
record. "The subsequent changes are the formation of a 
knob instead of the curve to the left, in the 
the letter,” and the addition of a top stroke. 

In the twelfth century we come across a number of 
historical events. The Gaharwirs or Gnbadavalas made 
themselves secure at Kanauj. In the East, the power of 
the Palas, declined gradually. Their dominions in Bengal 

. were gradually acquired by the Senas, and in Bihar by the 
Gabarwars. In this century we find the completion of the 











pper part of 








* па, pl. V, ХУШ, 35. 

* Ibid, pl. V, XVIII, 36. 
> тыз, pl. V, XVIII, 38. a 
pi. V, XVIII 89. 

* тый, pl. V, XVIII, 40. 

* Ibid, pl. V, 41. 

"тыа, pl. V, XVIII, 42 














THE EASTERN ALPHABET. 85 


development. of the modern Bengali seript with exceptions 
of a few letters such as :— 
(1) R, (2) Ri, (3) сө, (Weha, (5) ta, (6) na, (7) bha, 
(8) Sa and (9) Ha. 
the final changes in which took place after the 
Muhammadan conquest of Northern India, 

In this century, it will not be necessary to consider 
these alphabets used in the different inscriptions, as our 
narrative of the development of the Bengali alphabet is 
almost complete. We shall, simply, note the changes in 
the forms of the letters ав they pass through this period. 
Again, with the extension of the Gahadavala Empire 
towards the East the eastern limit of the use of the western 
variety of the North-Eastern alphabet also extended east- 
wards in the century. In the Saka year 1059-1137 A.D. 
we find the western variety in the Govindpar (near Nawada 
in the Сауд District) stone n of the poet 
Gangüdhara! which is now i Museum at 
Caloutta. Again in the 4th decade of the thirteenth 
century of the Vikrama era we the western variety 
inthe Bodh-Gaya inscriptio chandra.” "The 
alphabet of these inscripti different 
from that used in the Deopara praşasté and other eastern 
variety inscriptions of the North-Eastern alphabet, so tl 
itis unnecessary to enter into an analysis of it. The 
further development of the alphabet will be shown from 
the specimens used in the following inscript 

(1) The Manda inscription of the time of 

(2) The Kamauli grant of Vaidyadeva.* 






























* Ep. Ind, Vol. L, p. 
* Mom. A. S. B., Vol. V, р. 109, pl. XXX. 
> Proc. A. S. B. 1581, p. 172, pl. VIII 

* Epi. Ind, Vol. II, p. 350. 













| _ (7) The alphabets used in the Manuscripts of Pawca- 
даға, Yeyoratnamala amd Guhyavali-vivy written in the 
87th, 38th, and 39th year of the reign of Govindapala, i.e, 
1198-1200 A.D. 





* Epi. tod., Vol. XIII, y. 

* 3. & P. A.B. В, Vol. ‚ 200, pl. XXIV. 

* Cunningham's Mahabodhi, р. 78, pl. XXVIII A- 

* Cunningham's A.S-R, Vol. ПП, p. 125, pl. XXXVII; Mem 
A.S.B.. Vol. V, p. 100, pl. XXVII. 

> Bendall's Cat. Skt. Мако the Univ. Liby., Cambridge, pp. 155-100. 
No. 1099, 1-111. 




















CHAPTER IV 
‘The Final Development of the Alphabet. 


Y. PFowels:— 

a) 2:— 

(a) In the Manda inscription, the line joining the 
comma shaped curve to the top stroke, is still intact ; and 
that joining it to the right vertical still horizontal. There 
is also а long narrow wedge at the bottom. Gf. Artha 
(L. 8). 

(6) In the Kamauli grant the top stroke bas given 
place to a wedge, at the line joining it to the curve being 
suppressed. The wedge at the bottom has opened at the 
top." 

(с) In the Gad&dhara temple inscription, which bas 
been very slovenly executed the comma-shaped curve 
touches the right vertieal but the line joining it to the 
top stroke has not yet been suppressed. Cf. Анаа 
(L. 6). 

(4) In the Cambridge Manuscripts the wedge at the 
bottom afid the line joining the comma-shaped curve 
are still present.” 

"These two were not dropped until the present time. In 
Sanskrit inscription written in Bengali characters of 
Зака 1666—1744 A.D, found at Ката Лой in the Gaubati 
District, Assam, we find that though the wedge at the 
bottom has disappeared, the line between the curve and 
the top stroke is still present. Су. Awrüfakesrarasya 
(L. 14). 











* Bühler» Indian Palwography, pl. V, XIX, 1 
* mid, рі VI, X. 1. 





88 ORIGIN OF THE BENGALI SCRIPT. 


э. A: 

(а) The straight line to the right of А, which denotes 
the length of the vowel, is joined to the main body of the 
letter by a short slanting straight line in the Kamauli 
grant." 

(0) The wedge ix present at the bottom of Д in the 
"Torpondighi grant, and the line joining the main letter 
to the right hand vertical is not slanting but vertical, in 
fact a prolongation of the top stroke. "The line joining 
the top stroke to the curve seems to be suppressed. СУ: 
Angirasa (L. 41). 

(e) In the Bodh-Gay& image inscription of the 51st 
year of the era of Laksmanasena, the comma has become 
m wemicirlar curve and the line joining the curve to the 
top stroke ix present. "The vertical line denoting the 
length is joined to the main body of the letter 
by producing the top stroke towards the right. Gf 
A-caindrarkka (L. 9). 

(4) In the Gadmdhara temple inscription of the time 
of Govindapsla (?) we find that both the wedge and the 
joining line between curve and the top stroke, are present. 
Gf. Acandrürka (L. 11) and Aávina (L. 12). 

(е) The form used in the Cambridge Manuseripts is 
exactly similar to (d).* 

з. 1:— 

(а) The peculiar form of the initial short Z used in 
the Kamaoli grant is certainly abnormal, as Dr. Bühler has 
already remarked :— “But the 7 and I of plate V, 3, 4, 
appear to be Southern forms; compare plate VII, 3,IV- VI^ 

(P) In the Torpondighi grant the short J consists of 
а top stroke with a wedge at its left,end and a vertical 





ва, pf. V, XIX, 2. 
= тыа, pl. VI, X, 2- 
* Bid, p. 59. 
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the right end, two circles below the wedge, and another 
curve below them. Gf. iva (L. 13) and іа (L. 55). 

(e) We find an almost si form in the Manda 
inscription, vis, а wedge at the top, two circles below 
it, one on each side and finally a comma below them. 
€f. iti (b. 4). 

(d) We find the modern Bengali from in the Bodh- 
Gaya inscription of Asokacalla. Cf. iti (L. 5). 

(e) In the Manuscripts from Cambridge we have the 
transitional form, which is the same as that used in the 
Deopüra prasasti. 

The changes between the transitional form of the 
Deopara pragasti and the Cambridge Manuscripts and the 
final one of the Bodh-Gay® inscription of ASokacalla 
are not easy to trace with the materials at present at 
our disposal, but they can be guessed with a tolerable 
degree of certainty. First of ail the loop on the right 
in the transitional form became detached to the bottom 
and was produced below. Then the loop on the left 
gradually became smaller until it disappeared altogether 
or became a dot, The right limb then gradually assumed 
a vertical position. We find the f n 
the 15th century in a Bengali manuscript of Krma- 
Kirttama of Capdidasa which is certainly not later than 
the 15th century A. D. Gf Кайе (L. 2). (See photo of 

















ly developed form in 





initial form of the long Î is very rare. The 
d in the Катац grant of Vaidyadeva is certainly 
of southern origin.* 





+ roid, pl VI, X, 3. 
* Bid, pl V, XIX, 4 
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(6) The length of the vowel is denoted in the 
Cambridge Manuscripts by a slanting straight line placed 
below the short 7. 

5. U:— 

(a) ‘The form used in the Kamauli grant shows a hollow 
wedge instead of the top-stroke, the inward curvature of 
the vertical line, and the shortness of the terminal curve.” 

(4) The form of the letter in the Torpondighi grant is 
not much different. Here the top stroke is a very short 
horizontal line instead of the wedge. СУ. wan (L. 51). 

(с) In the Cambridge Manuscripts we find the develop- 
ment almost complete. The only change needed is the 
addition of the curve placed in the modern form above 
the top stroke.* 

This stroke we find for the first time in a Bengali 
Manuscript of Süuntideva'& Bodhi-caryavatara written at 
"Venugrüma in the Burdwan District in У.Е. 1492= 1435 
A.D. which was discovered by Mah&mahopüdhyüya Hara 
Pras&da Sastri, C.LE., in Nepal. We find this // in L, 1 
of the last page (66) in the word Koccha-nccha. 

6. 0 is of very rare occurrence and is tobe found in 
the Cambridge Manuscripts only where we find that the 

length is denoted by the addition of a second eyrve at the 
bottom. The only addition in later periods was the 
curved stroke above the base line which seeme to have 
been made about the same time as that in the short one. 

7. Ris, also, of very rare occurrence and we find it 
for the most part in manuseript records :— 

(a) Tt occurs in the Kamauli grant, where it consists 
ofa triangular va, with а wedge for its top stroke, and n 











* тма, pl. VI, X, + 
> mbi, pl. V, XIX, 5. 
* quid, pl. VI, X. 5. 
* тыа, X. 6. 
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vertical straight line to the rigbt, whieh is joined to the 
main body of the letter by a slanting straighttline." 

(A) It is of course to be found in the Cambridge 
Manuscripts where we find the wedge transformed into a 
top stroke.” 

In later periods the triangle, in the left limb, opens 
аб the top, and finally a curve is added to the top of the 
open side. The right limb decreases in length and mounts 
upwards. 

S. Ri is very seldom found. We find it in the 
Cambridge Manuscripts, where it is formed by adding а 
short curve to the foot of the short R.3 In later times 
the addition which denotes the length of the vowel be- 
comes angular. 

9. р is tobe found in the Cambridge Manuscripts 
only where it is a reversed S.* 

10. iis also to be found in the Cambridge Manu- 
scripts where the length is denoted by the addition of n 
curve placed below.* 

"The very rare occurrence of Zand Li makes it impos- 
sible to trace the later changes in their forms 

11. In А the Bengali form was developed long ago 
and this @as continued without change :— 

(а) In the Manda inseription in era (L. 7). 

(0) Tn the Kamauli grant.“ 

(c) In the Madanapada grant of Visvardpasena,” in 
elasmat (L. 4). 























Ibid, pl. V, XIX, 7. 
Ibid, pl. VI, X. 7 
тыа, X, в. 


Ibid, X, 10. 
Ibid, gl. V. XIX 
3.996 A.J, pt. p- LS. 1. 9, pl. E 
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(d) In the Bodh-Gayz inscription of Asokacalla in 
eva (b. 2).** 

(e) In the Gaya inscription of the Gadadhara temple 
in eva (L. 8).* * 

(f) In the Cambridge Manuscripts.” 

12. Ai is of very rare ocenrrence and is to be found 
in its initial form in the Cambridge Manuscripts only 
where we find the complete Bengali form. 

13. 0:— 

(а) It occurs in the Naibatt grant of Vallalasena? 
€f. Onaxu (L. 17). 

(4) nnd nasa matter of course in the Cambridge 
Manuscripts.” 






14. The initial form of Av is, also, of very rare 
occurrence, И to be found їп the Cambridge Manu- 
scripts. The only change in the later ре 
elimination of the lower part of the left limb. 

15. Ath shows the modern Bengali form — 

(а) in the Kamauli grant ;* 

(4) in the Cambridge Manuscripts.” 

In other records the anuseara ix a dot 
placed on the line :— 

(а) The Bodh-Gay inscription of A&okacaffa. 

(^) The Gadadhara temple inseription. 

(е) The Torpondighi grant. 








s is the 





or в circle 


Epi. Ind, p. XXVII 
Mom. А.В. В. Vol. V. p 109, pl. XXVII 
Bühler» Indian Palography, pl. VI, X, 
тыа. pl. X, 12. 
Bangiys-Sahityn Parisad-Patriki, Vol, XVÊ, p 235. 
Büblor's Ind. Valwographio, pl, VI, X, 18. 
тыа, X, 14. 
тым, pl. V, XIX, ав. 
Ibid, pl. V, X, 15. 
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16. Ah shows the old form even in modern Bengali. 
It has the form of 8 in the Расса inseription,! pratisthite- 
tih (lu. 2) and in the Cambridge Manuscripts." 

ТІ. Consonants. :— 

1. Ka — 

(a) Inthe Kamauli grant we find the older form 
of Да in which the acute angle at the bottom has not 
reappeared.” 

(0) The reappearance of the acute angle is to be 
observed in :— 

(9 Тһе Manda inscription.“ 

(f) The Torpondighi grant. 

(ii) The Dacea image inscription. 

(iv) The Bodh-Gays inscription of ASokacalla.” 

(е) ‘The Gadadhara temple inscription at Gaya. 

But in these records the left limb or buck of the letter 
remain» cursive. ‘The angularity of this part, which 
shows that the development is final is to be found in the 


Cambridge Manuscripts.” 
2 The development of Аба was almost complete in 


the 11th century A.D. In this century we see that in the 
majority of cases, with the appearance of the acute a gle 
ut the bottem the development is complete :— 

(1) In the Kamauli grant.' ^ 













XJ. and P, A. S. B., Vol. IX, p. 290, pl. XXIV. 
* Ibid, pl VI, X, 51. 

N , 10. 

. Vol. V, p. 102, pl. XXX 

Ы Vol. хи 


. A. S. B, Vol. IX, p. 200, pl. XXIV. 
Epi. Ind., Vol. ХИ. 

Mem. A. В. B., Vol. V. p. 109, pl. XXVIII. 
Ibid, pl. VI, X, 15. 

10 Ibid, pl. V, XIX, 11. 
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(2) In the Torpondighi grant in Kalu (L. 22). 

(3) In the Gadadhara temple inscription in Bhikho- 
deva (D. 11). 

(4) in the Cambridge Manuseripts.4 

"The only exception is the  Bodh-GayR inscription 
of ASokacalla, in Zak#vana (U, 12). 

З. In Ga, the only change needed, was the elimina- 
tion of the right angle, at the right end of the top stroke 
and the substitution of а curve for it, as well as the up- 
ward elongation of the vertical line :— 

(a) In the Manda inscription we find in one case that 
the right angle is still present, paradhdgo (U. 1) and 
in another that the transformation has taken place 
Srimadgopata (U. 8). 

(6) The transformation i» complete in the case of the 
Kamauli grant." 

(с) The Torpondighi grant shows the retention of the 
right angle. 

(4) The letter is incomplete in билана (L. 5) of the 
Bodh-Gay& inscription of Asokacalla, though the right 
angle has disappeared. 

(e) The Gadndbara temple inscription shows both 
forms. Cf. Govindapala (L.3) and gatari 
‘бауауат (L. 4). 

(£) The Cambridge Manuscripts show the completely 








as well as 





complete.* 





тыа, pl. VI, X, 10. 

Indische Palwographie, pl. V, XIX. 
тыа, pl. VI, X, 17. 

Ibid pl у. XIX. 12. 
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b) The Torpondighi grant shows an improvement, 

left limb is a curve to the left and not to the right 
‘when it touches the top stroke. Cf. Keettr-augha 
(L. 10-11). 

() We find the development completed in the Bodh- 
Gay image inscription of Agokacalla, e.g., Raghava (L. 7) 
Simghala (L. 9-10) and Sarhgha (L. 10). 

(4) The development is also shown to be completed 
in the Gadadhara temple inseription at Сауд, бу. lagh (e) 
(L. 8), Raghavah (L. 10). 

(© The Cambridge Manuscripts show the use of the 
transitional form, which is almost similar to the form used 
in the Kamauli grant. 

5. Na is very rare in use and its 
be found at all. 

6. Ca is one of the letters the development of which 
was completed long after the Muhammadan conquest of 
the country. 

" (а) In the Manda inscription C 

(as the top stroke, a vertical «t 

to it and a curve to the left, semi ular 

ends of which touch the vertical line. ‘This is in fact a 

modificatioy of the Ca of the Deopara prasasti. Of. vici and 

viracita (L. 1). 

(#) In the Kamauli grant the letter is almost similar 
where we find an angle in the eurve.* 
(e) The form used in the Torpondi 
the same as that in the Din&jpur pillar inscription and the 

Deopitrs prasasti ; Gf. Cakra (L. +)- 

(d) {he form used in the Dacca inscription shows the 
next state of transition, where the letter consists of а top 








jitial form cannot 





consists of a wedge 
ht line at right angles 





shape, the 








ghi grant is almost 








* тыа, pl VI, X, 18. 
* льш, Tafel У, XIX, 10 
> Ibid, XVIII, 15 
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stroke, the vertical line which curves to the left, and a 
inward curve joins the lower end of the vertical to 
‘point of of its junction with the top stroke. Cf. Candidevit 
а, 2)." 

(=) The same form is used in the Bodh-Gaya image 
inscription of Asokacalla. СУ: deandrar-kkam (То. 9)." 

C/) The Gadüdhara temple-inseription of Gaya shows 
the use of the same form.; Cf. catwrddasa (L. 4). 

(0) There is no change in the form of the letter in the 
Cambridge Manuscripts.“ 

(A) In the Bengali manuscript of the HodAicaryavafüra 
we find the next transitional form, ‘The form used in tho 
word Bodhicaryavatara (То. 2 of fol. 66) shows that the 
straight part of the vertical has become a curve, which has 
swollen ont on the right side and not on the left. Conse- 
quently tbe left curve has almost become a vertical 
straight line. 

(Ð In the next stage we find that the left limb ія only 
slightly curved, while the former vertical line has become 
very much cursive and has swollen out to the right. Су. 
Condidasa (L. 1) in fol. 179 of Candidzsa's Krenakirttana. 

The next stage is the conversion of the left limb into 
а vertical straight line, an event which happened sometime 
after the 15th century A. D. 

7. Cha is not of common use and is very often to be 
found in ligatures .— 

(a) In the Kamauli grant we find the same form as 
that used in the Пеорйг& prasasti.® 








* J, and P-A.S.B., Vol. IX, р. 290, pl. XXIV. © 
* Epi. Ind., Vol. XI, р. 
3 Mem. ASB, Vol. V, p. 109, pl. XXVIII. 
* тый, pl. VI, X, 20. 
* тыш, рі. V, XIX, 16, 
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(b) We find the same form in the Torpondighi grant. 
Qf. Dugkhacchid-Gtyantikt (L. 4) and Catuhsim-vacchinna 
(L. 35).* 

(c) There is no change in the form to be found in the 
Cambridge Manuseripts.? 

(4) The modern Bengali form is to be found in the 
Bengali manuscripts of the Bodhicaryāvatāra written in 
У. S. 1492 in the word Koccha-uccha (L. 1) of fol. 66. 

B. Ja:— 

(а) The form of Ja used in the Manda inscription is 
transitional. (f. rimafijari-pimjarisw (L. 3.)* 

(0) The Kamauli grant shows the fully developed 
western variety form, with a wedge for its top stroke.* 

(с) In the Torpondighi grant we find another transi- 
tional form in which the vertical has not as yet become 
perfectly straight, Cf. MaAarajadhirajs (L. 23) but the 
fully developed Bengali form is also to be found, (У: 
Srimaj-Jayaskandhavarat (U. 23).° 

(4) We find the transitional form in the Bodh 
inscription of Agokacalla, СИ: Maharaja (L. 3) and Ка, 
нат (L. 6)." 

(O The same form is to be found in the Gaya inscrip- 
tion of the Gadmdhara temple. G/. Kāja (L. 15). 

(7) The form used in the Cambridge Manuscripts 
shows the shortening of the right limb." 














* Epi. Ind., Vol. XII, p. 
> Ibid, pl. VI, X, 21 
АВВ, Vol. V, p. 102, pl. XXX 
bid, pl. V, XIX, 17. 

* Epi. Ind., Vol. XII, p. 9. 

+ тыз, p. 20. 

* Mom. A.S.B., Vol. V, p. 109, pl, XXVIII 

* Indische Pabeogrephio, Tafel VI, Vol. X1, 22. 
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(9) In tho Bengali manuscript of the Bodhicaryavatara 
ме find the Bengali form, the only difference being the 
shortness of the right limb. Су Anje (L. 3) of fol. 66. 
_ The full development of this letter also was completed 
, after the 15th century A. D. 

(A) The completely developed form is to be found in 
the Kamakby& minor temple inscription of the Saka 
1666—1744 A. D. in L. 4; in the word Kajjala. 

9. Jka is to be found very seldom. 

(а) Tn the Kamauli grant its form is very peculiar." 
(4) The letter does not occur in the Cambridge 


(о) In the Munda inscription this letter i» used in 
ligatures where it has the peculiar form of A, the 
loops on the right being absent, Су. Krtajña (U. 6). 

(4) In the Kamauli grant we bave the finished 
Bengali form in the ligature Acai. 

(e) The complete form is also to be found in the Bodh- 
Gaya inscription of A&kacalla in jnana (То. 4). 

(4) In the Gadadbara temple inseription at Gay&, the 
form of the ligature fica is the same as that used in the 
modern Bengali alphabet. (у. mulafica *(L. 8) and 
pafwakai (L. 14). 

(e) In the Cambridge Manuscripts the form is entirely 
different, which may be due to western influence. i 

11. Ta:— 

(а) In the Mandî inscription of this letter consists 
of а wedge as the top stroke and seythe-shaped curve 
below it. Of. Kotira (L. 2). . 

(0) In the Kamauli grant Та “seems to have been 
produced by an abnormally strong development of a 
* bid, pl. V, ХІХ, їз. 

* Ibid, pl. V, XIX, 19. 
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‘Nepalese hook’ with a serif at the end, placed above the 
ancient round £a which is represented by the second lower 
curve on the left”! But the form seems to have been 
developed independently from that used in the Khalimpur 
grant of Dbarmmapāla. 

(e) In the Torpondighi grant we find transitional 
form, consisting of a curve’ joined to the top stroke by 
a second one on the left side, and another joined to the 
right side of the top stroke. G/. Masakgapatalika (L. 27). 

(d) The form used in the Bodh-Gayi inscription is 

jar and is formed from the western variety. Cf. 
Matta (U. Т). 

(е) The development is complete in the 15th century 
when we find the modern form #utnmika (L.1) of fol. 
66, of the Bengali manuscript of HodAicaryavátara. 

(12) Tha .— 

(a) In the Kamauli grant the development is not clear 
as the letter is found in the ligature thu.” 

O) The form in the Torpondighi grant is not clear for 
the same reason. Су, annsthayine (L. 42). 

(©) The archaic form of the Maur. 
the Gadadimra temple inscription of С 
mathe (b. Т). 

| Са) The modern form is to be found in the Caml 
Manuscripts in the ligature ga” but the older 
continue to be used till at least the 15th century 
find it in the Bengali manuseript of the Hodsicaryarat 
Gf. Thakura (L. 2) of fol. 66. 


a period is used in 
Of. Gulabhyo- 












* Ibid, р. 59. 
* тыа, pl. V, XIX, 21 
* тыз, pl. УТ. X, 26. 





(а) The Manda inscription shows the transitional 
form in which the curve at the end has not fully deve- 
loped. Qf. Aidadeva (L. 6) and Kridati (L. 7). 

(6) The Kamauli grant shows the use of the older 
form in which the vertical line has got a curve to the 
left in its middle.* Ё 

(е) We find а similar form in the Torpondighi grant 
in nicadadara (L. 83). 

(4) Тһе Dacca inscription shows the finally developed 
Bengali form in the ligature ndi in Condi (L. 2). 

(е) In the Bodh-Gaym inscription of the time of 
A&okacalla we find the modern form of the ligature nda 
in Pandita (L. 5). 


(f) We find by the partly: complete form of this 
letter in the Gadadbara temple inscription of Gay in 
Datlano (L. бу; and Sodak-aiva (L. 8). 

‘The only change needed to complete the development 
is the lengthening of the curve at the foot of the vertical 
straight lini 

14. Dha is also rarely met with .— 

(a) In the Kamauli grant it bas the form of а 7a of 
the Manda inscription.” * 

7 (ду Im the Torpondighi grant we find the letter two 
or three times ; w/taradAa-vápa (L. 36) Анту-а4Аа (L. 33) 
and in these cases we have the same form as that in the 
Kamauli grant. 

"The extreme rarity of this letter makes it difficult for 
us to trace the changes in it. The only change needed is 
the straightening of the curve to the left. 











* тыа, pl. V, ХІХ. 22. 
* тыа, XIX 22. 
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15. Ма is one of those letters in which the develop- 
ment was not complete till the 15th century A.D. In 
most of the inscriptions we find the Proto-Bengali forms 
which resembles the modern Bengali letter /a minus the 
top stroke :— 

(а) In the Manda inscription where the letter is а 
curve with a straight line-on the right and a small 
vertical line bisecting the curve. This form is the precur- 
sor of the modern Bengali form. 

(6) In the Torpondighi grant. 

(c) In the Kamauli grant where the vertical line is 
projected slightly beyond the point of its junction with 
the left limb. 

(4) In the Daeca image inscription. 

(e) In the Bodb-Gaya inscription of Asokacalla. 

(f) In the Gadadhara temple inscription of Gaya. 

(9) In the Cambridge Manuseripts. 

(A) In the Bengali manuscript of the Bodhicaryávatüra 
written in 1435 A.D. 

"The final development is very clea 
Bengali manuscript of Candidiisa’s Krynadirtiana whore 
on (ol. 179 we find both the transitional and final forms. 
The transitional form between the Proto-Bengali one and 
the final Bengali form is the one io gane and wyata in 
U. 1 where the bisecting vertical line in the curve of the 
Майпдай inscription, seems to have become а horizontal eross 
bar. The final form shows the elimination of this cross 
bar in Senaha, L. 3. 

36. Ta :— 

(a) Tn the Manda inscription we find the transitional 
form in which the left limb is curved and the broadening 
of the top is changed into a knob. The only difference 
between this form and the Proto-Bengali one is the 





shown in the 





ius Arabien grant the Proto-Bengali form is 
used bat the | knob is absent, + 
Torpondighi grant shows a further development, 
viz., : the lengthening of the right curve. 
c "The same form is used in the Dacca image inscrip- 
tion. 

_ (©) The Bodh-Gaya inscription of АбокасаПа shows 
the transitional form of the Kamauli grant. 

(f) This is also the case of the Gadndhara temple 
inscription of Gaya. 

(2) The final development is to be found in the 
Cambridge Manuscripts.” 

17. Tia — 

(а) The Mands inscription shows the use of the 
archaic form in which the upper loop has not as yet opened 
out. Qf. prathita (12. 4). 

(0) The Kamauli grant shows the use of the modern 
Bengali form. 

(©) In the Torpondighi grant we find the transitional 
form. Gf. ат (L. 36). 

(4) The fully developed modern Bengali form iw to 
be found in the ВойЪ-Свуй inscription of ASokacalla, 
Of. Тыва (Ls 1). 

(©) The Cambridge Manuscripts also show the modern 
form.* 





= 8 
* тыа, pl. V, XIX, 25 

* тый, pl. VI, X, 30. 

> тыз, pl. V, XIX, 26. 

* Bid, pl. VI, X, 31 
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18. Da:— 


(a) In the Manda ioscription the older form with the 
curved back. 

(û) In the Kamauli grant we find the same form. 

(с) "The same form is to be found in the Dacca 
Image inscription along with the completely developed 
anodern form. For the older form see dera (L. 2) and for 
the modern one see Damodra (L. 1). 

(4) The Torpondighi grant shows the use of the 
older form. 

(e) We find the modern Bengali form in all cases in 
the Bodh-Gaya inscription of ASokacalla. But in the 
Bodh-Gaya inscription of A&okacalla's brother, Dasaratha, 
incised in La-sajh 74=1193 A.D. we find the older form 
in all cases.” 

(f) This is also the case with the Gadadhara temple 
inscription of Gaya ; C. Govindapata (L. 3) and Dvir 
(L. 5), but the older form persists in ligatures, е 
in Govinda (L. 3) and rdda in caturddasa (L. 4). 

(y) ‘The Cambridge Manuscripts show the use of the 
older form. 

19. Dha:— 

(a) In the Manda inscription we find the use of the 
older form in which the slanting straight li 
as yet been added to the top; Padadhuli (L. 4). 

С) In the Kamauli grant we find that this addit 
has already been made.* 











has not 








х Ibid, pl. V, XIX, 27. 

* Bahgiya Sahitya Parigad Patrikt, Vol. XVII, p. 216. 
> Bühler' Ind. Palwographic, pl. VI, X 
* Ibid, pl. V, XIX, 28 









$2 
(000 a ras 
Кө). grant we find the fully de- 
veloped form. Qf. Zdraguddanh. (Is. 1). 
(а). i is the case in the Dacea image inseription. 
of. (12. 1). 

(е) The Bodh-Gaya inscription of Asokacalla shows 
the use of the older form the anly exception being that in 
Dharmma (L. 1). 

CA) In the Gadadhara temple inscription of Gaya 

^ the modern form is used in all cases. 

(0) ‘The Cambridge Manuscripts show the use of the 
older form." 

20. Na:— 

(4) The Маайа inscription shows the modern form 
with а wedge for Ия top stroke. 

(4) The peculiar form of the Kamauli grant is due 
to a defect in the facsimile—the line joining the knob 
to the right vertical, being faint, has not come out 
well.? 

(e) The modern form ія to be found in all cases in the 
"Torpondighi grant. 

(4) This is also the case with the Dacca image 
inseription. 

(e) ‘The same form js used in the Bodh-Gaya inserip- 
tion of A&okacalla. 

(/) This is also the case in the Gadadbara temple 
inseription of Gaya. 

(0) The Cambridge Manuseripts clearly ех! 
use of the modern form.* 


it the 








* тыш, pl. УТ, X, 33. 
* тыа. pl. V, XIX, 29. 
> тыа, pl. VI, X, 34. 
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(f) The Gadadhara temple inscription shows the use 
of the western variety form. 

(g) The Cambridge Manuscripts show the use ofa 
slightly arebaie form." 

26. Ya 

(4) The modern form is used in the Manda inscription 
in avepeaya (L. 3-4). 

(0) The Kamanli grant shows the use of a cursive 
form in which the acute angle has not reappeared. 

(o) The modern angular form ія used in the Torpon- 
dighi grant. 

(4) The modern form i» also used in the Dacca image 
inscription in Sri-Narayanena. 

(=) The form in the Bodh-Gaym inscription of Asoka- 
calla is almost the same—the difference being a slight 
eursiveness, 

(Л) The cursive form from whieh the эсе angle is 
absent is ured in the Gadadhara temple inscription of 





(9) The complete development ix shown in the Cam- 
bridge Manuseripts.* 

$7. Ra: 

(а) 14 the Manda inscription th 
headed form of Za is used. 

(4) The modern triangular form is used in the Kamauli 
grant. * 

(0) The кате form is used in the Torpo 

(4) This is also the case in the Dacen im 
tion. 





shaje arrow- 














тыа. 


тыа, pl. У, XIX, 36 
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| (€) The form used in the Bodh-Gayà inscription of 
Asokaealla is similar but slightly cursive- 

(fF) The western variety form is used in the Gadadhara 
temple inscription of Gaya. 

(g) The modern form minus dot is to be found in the 
Cambridge Mannseripts." 

In later periods we find that a slanting cross bar in the 
interior of va denotes ra as in modern Assamese ;— 

(1) Manuscript of Candid&sa's Aryna-Kirttana, fol. 
179, Matlararagah (L. 1). 

(23) Niranfa in L. 4 of the KamRkhyR minor temple 
inscription of Saka 1666=1744 A.D. 

28. La — 

(а) In the Manda inscription we find two forms of La, 

(i) The modern Bengali form ая in Gopiila (L. 3) ; 
and, 

(ii) The archaic form in which the base line is atill 
present. galavásah (D. 8). 

(0) The Kamauli grant shows the use of peculiar 
12th century form of La which is also found in the 
Deopārā praiasti and the Tetrawan image inscription of 
the second year of Ramapala, The form of this letter 
ıs the same as the 74 of modern Nágari.* ө 

(с) The modern Bengali form is used in the 
Torpondighi grant. 

(4) The peculiar ta-shaped form is to be found in the 
Dacca image inscription. 

(©) This is also the case with the Bodh-GayA inscrip- 
tion of A&okacalla. 

(f) The same form is used in the Gadadbara emple 
inscription of Gays. 

















a 
À "d THE FINAL 
` (g) The modern Bengali form is to be found in the 
Cambridge Manuscripts." 
The form of {a still survives in Bengali 
where a dot is put under wa to denote lu. 
29. Ра 
(a) The form used in the Manda inscription shows 
that the back of the letter is still cursive and not angular, 
(ду The same form i» to be found in the Kamauli 
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(с) This is also the case in the Torpondighi grant. 

(4) "The same form is to be found in the Dacca image 
inseription. 

(е) The Bodh-Gaya inseription of Asokacalla also 
shows the same form. 

(f) This i» also the case with the Gadadhara temple 
inscription of Gaya. 

(у) The final development is to be found in the form 
used in the Cambridge Manuscripts." 

50. Sa:— 

(a) In the Manda inscription we have almost the same 
form of Sa as that used in the 11th century records, 
the differegce lying in the curvature of the left limb to 
the right as in ga. ^. брава (L. 6). 

(ду We have a similar form in the Kamauli 
here the upper part of the right vertical shows no 
curvature.” 





grant, but 





(©) The Torpondighi grant shows the use of the 11th 
century form with a wedge at the lower part of the left 
limb. (L. 9). 











* Ibid, Vol. VI, X, 42 
* Ibid, pl. VI, X, 43. 
a Bid, pl. V, XIX, 29. 






(f) The same form is to be found in the Gadādhara 

п inseription of Gaya, where we notice a shortage 
in the height of the left limb. 

(у) We find а transitional form in the Cambridge 

Manuscripts where we find that the height of the left limb 


has diminished and we find a separate curve joined to the 
lower end of it.* 


‘This separate curve gradually evolves into two small 
circles of the modern Bengali, The development of this 
letter was not complete till the expiry of the 15th century 
ан we find the Cambridge Manuscripts form in tho Beng 
manuscript of the Bodhicarydvatara, Cf. audi and udhar 
(L. 3) of fol. 66. "The Bengali manuscript of Candtdisa’s 
Krenakiritana shows the completely developed form for 
the first time. — Cf. sola&ata (L. 6) of fol. 179, 
31. Sa.— 










(ау The modern Bengali form is used in the Manda 
inscription. Gf- mngaratah (L. 3). 

(2) "The form of the Kamauli grant is a little more 
cursive.” 

(e) We find the Bengali form in the Torpondighi 
grant where the acute angle has not as yet reappeared. 

(4) The form used in tbe Dacca image inseription 
found in the ligature sthi of pratisthitetih (L. 2) it similar 
to that of the Torpondighi grant. 








* quid, pl. VI, X, 44. 
* гыз, pl. V, XIX, 40. 
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$1. Pa:— 

(а) We find a transitional form in the Manda in- 
scription in which the acute angle has reappeared and in 
which the eurve in the left limb has a short inward 
curve, Qf. Srimad-Gopala (L. 3). 

(0) This inward curve in the ootwardly curving left 
limb is still more pronounced in the Kamauli grant.' 

(0) The same form is used in the Torpondighi 
grant. 

(d) The Dacca image inscription shows the use 
ofthe modern Bengali form for the first time in 1122 
A.D. 3 of the Lakgmanasatnvatsara). Cf. 
Pratisthitetih. (U. 2). 

(e) The modern form is used in all cases in the Bodh- 
Gays image inscription of A&okacalla. 

(/) The Gadadhara temple inscription of Gaya shows 
the use of the older form. The influence of the western 
variety may also be looked for in this case. 

(2) The Cambridge Manuscripts show the use of the 
transitional form of the Torpondighi grant.’ 

22. Pha:— 

(4) The Kamauli grant shows a peculiar form whieh 
has nothing in common with the modern Bengali on 
which latter is angular and was fully developed in the 
11th century А. D.? 

(4) The transitional cursive form is used in the 
Torpondighi grant. Of. phani (L. 1). 

(с) The form used in the Bodh-Gaya inscription of 
‘ASokagalla is very slovenly incised, but it is the modern 
Bengali form. Qf. phala (L. 5). 

+ 


* тыа, pl. VI, X, 35. 
* Іна, pl. V. XIX. 31 
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94. Вла :— 
_ (а) The archaic form is used in the Manda inscription. 
Qf. parabhago (1s. 1). 

(4) "This is also the case of the Kamauli grant.’ 

(с) The xame form is used in the Torpondighi grant. 

(4) This is the form to be found in the Dacca image 
inscription. Qf. labhradakana (L. 2). 

(е) The modern form is met with again in the Bodh- 
Gay’ inseription of A&okncalla. 

(/) Tbe same form (modern) i» used in all cases in 
the GadRdhara temple inscription of Gaya. 

(g) The Cambridge Manu: 
development of the modern for 

(A) The completed development is shown in the Bengali 
manuscript of the Bodhicuryaeatdra, Sobhabhir-mmandayantn 
(L. 1) of Photo A. 








25. Ma :— 
(a) The Manda inscription shows the use of the modern 
form. Cf. musaratah (U. 3). . 


(0) The Kamauli grant shows the use of the Nagari 
or the western variety form.” 
(e) The Torpondighi grant shows the use of the modern 
form. 
(d) This is the case also in the Dacca image inscription. 
(e) The «ame form isto be found in the Bodh-Gaya 
inscription of Asokacalla. . 








та. XIX, за. 
* тыз, pl. VI, X, эв, 
* Ibid, pl. V, ХЕХ, 34. 


ripts show the further | 
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(e) The Bodh-Gay& inscription of Asokacalla shows 
the use of the western variety form. Cf. fesarn (L.1). 

(f) The same form as that of thejBodh-Gayn 
scription ix to be found in the Gadadhara temple inscription 
of Gays. К 

(y) The complete Bengali formis used in the Cam- 
bridge Manuscripts." ‘The form used in the Bengali 
manuscript of the Arynadirttana shows that there was 
no change in subsequent centuries. Of. Solasata (L. 6) of 
fol. 179. 

32. Sa: 

(a) In the Minds inscription the wedge in the left 
limb of the letter is «till hollow and open. 

(6) The form med in the Kamauli grant ix peculiar 
as it shows the suppression of the upper part of the left 
limb. In the lower part of the same limb we still find 
the hollow wedge.* 


(е) The hollow open wedge is also to be found in the 
form used in the Torpondighi grant. 








(4) Тһе same form jx to be found in the Dacca image 
inscription, z 


(e) The form used in the Bodh-Gay& inscription of 
A&okncalla is similar. 


(J^) The same type is used in the Gadadhara temple 
inscription of Gaya. 

(фу) The Cambridge Manuscripts show the final 
development of the form of this letter with the solid 
wedge." 





* Ibid, рі 
"тыа, pl. V, 
* Ibid, pl. VI, X, 46. 
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The Munda inscription shows the transitional, — 
o hich it is not yet possible to write the letter аб |, 
one stroke of the pen. C. taxy-ahamh (L. 4). 
~ (W) The Kamauli grant T use of the archaie ` 
г 





9th or 10th centüry form." 

(c) А transitional form si to that of the Manda — ^ 
inscription i» to be found in the Bodh-GayR inscription 
of A&okacalln. 

(d) The form used in the Gadtdbara temple - inscrip- 
tion is similar. 

(e) The form used in the Torpondighi grant is the 
11th century one, earlier than that of the Deopîra 
prakasti. ~ 

(f) The form:of the Cambridge Manuseripts is #lso 
a transitional one, similar to that of the Bodh-GayR in- £ 
seription of Agokacalla and the Gadādhara temple iuscrip- 
tion of Gny&.* 

f ‘The development of this letter was not- complete even 
in the middle of the 15th century A.D. as in the Bengali 
manuscript of BodAicuryavatara written in 1435 A.D. 
we still find this transitional form of Ha. The change 
must have been completed afterwards as the finally 
developed form is found in the Arynadirtlava of 
Candidasa. Су. Hatha (L. 6) in fol. 179. 


' * Ibid, pl. V, XIX, 42. 


^ * тыз, pl. VI, X, 47. i 
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